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A NOVEL. 
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EN R. Rivers and Mr. Debwyn, 
M * two Gentlemen upon a little 


. tour in the north of England, 


were overtaken by a violent ſtorm of 


thunder and lightning on a moor, by 


which they were doubly diſquieted, as 


they ſeemed not to be within ſome miles 


of a ſheltered ſpot: yet, imagining, 


Þ that they ſhould only find themſelves 


in a ſtill worſe ſituation by lingering in 
the rain, they walked on as faſt as they 
poſſibly could: they walked on wet and 
weary ; and, to render their wearineſs 
Vor. I. B leſs 
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ortable, loſt their way. They 
began, indeed, 0 be afraid of being 


benighted, and of not' meeting with a 


houſe to receive them. Their appre- 
henfions were not groundleſs : they were 


benighted,. and conſiderably diſtreſſed : 
and had not the riſing of a young moon 
given them ſome aſſiſtance, they would 
not have been able, without the greateſt 
difficulty, to continue their route at all, 
After having endured inexprefſible 
fatigue, they came, at laſt, to a ſmall 
houſe, juſt when they were ſinking into 
deſpair: they felt their ſpirits revive at 
the ſight of it, but as it was cloſely 
ſhut: up, they feared that it was unin- 
babited. \& 
Fbeir approaches, however, alarmed 
a little dog, who was in the yard, and 
who barked inceffantly, till an elderly 
man appeared, and called out. Who 
* there 2 
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nion's, eagerly anſwered, Two wet 
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"Rivers, tranſported at bearing ano-: 
cher human voice beſides his compa- 


% and weary travellers would be hap- 


« py, in. meeting with any hoſpitable, 
e perſon to aſſiſt them, at leaſt, in find- 
<« ing their way to a village or a houſe, 
<« that they may dry their cloaths, and 
get ſomething to eat and drink,” 

I can procure you both liquor and 
« food,” replied the perſon who had ſpok-. 
en to him, © and you are too far from the 
« neareſt town, to get to it in an hour: 
e and as: moſt of the people belonging ta 
«© it are labouring men and farmers, they 
« are moſt likely abed by this tune : but 
the curate, who has been detained by 
the rain, is here within.“ 


Ee chen opened. che late wicket, and, 
let che travellers. in: and conducted them 
croſs a gravel walk, to the porch of the 


B a houſe, 
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N which, as it was' creed with 
honeyſuckles and jaſmine, amen 
a air with the ſweeteſt ſcents. - | 
: As ſoon as they entered a' neat, con- 
venient parlour, a clergyman—the cu- 


rate before-mentioned—and two young 
women roſe to offer chairs to them. 


People thrown together in this man- 
ner, and unacquainted with each other, 
are naturally curious to know into what 
ſort of company they have accidentally 
fallen.ä— Mr. Rivers and Mr. Delwyn 
could not well ſatisfy their curioſity, as 
there was but one candle, and that a 
dim one, in the room, and they were 
fo diſguiſed themſelves by the violent 

operation of the ſtorm upon their linen, 
their cloaths, their hair, &c.—that their 
moſt i intimate friends would hardly have 
diſcovered them in ſuch a place, and by 
ſuch — 25 


N. 
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Mr. Peyton, the maſter of the houſę, 
with a moſt friendly actiyity, haſtened 
to aſſiſt his dripping gueſts — White he 
helped them to undreſs, both the young 
Ladies left the room, on their father's 
bidding them ſend down what cloaths he 
ad in his chat Nreper. for the 0 occa- 
ſion. 8 | 
The benighted ——— were, in f 
ſhort time, rendered very comfortable, 
by the hoſpitality of Mr. Peyton, who 
ordered what the houſe afforded to be 
ſet upon the table. — His daughters re- 
turned to the parlour, and he prepared 
to welcome his unlook'd-for viſiters with 
much chearfulneſs. Another candle was 
now added to the former one, when they 
were all more capable of diſtinguiſhing 
the perſons of each other. Few more 
agreeable people than the five young 
. thus aſſembled together, by chance, 


B 3 were 
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were to be met witk: nor Was Mr. Pey- 
ton ſo many years a-head of them, us to 
bear any of the diſguſting marks ef old 
age. He was, on the contrary, a very 
pleafing figure: his appearance demand- 
he had a placid countenance, a melo- 
dious voice, a mild and chearful diſpo- 
4itton. — There was indeed ſuch an a- 
greeable ſprightlineſs in his converſation 
—the- more agreeable as it was unex- 
pected - that the two travellers foon for- 
got their ſufferings from the tempeſtuous 
elements: they forgot that they had been 
half drowned, fo great was the pleaſure 
which they recerved from een 
rencontre. 

The female part of the company fail 
lirthe, but their perſons were ſufficient to 
ane che attention of thoſe who be- 

| IS, held 
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held them: they were not under ay 
neceſſity to recommend theſinfelves "by 
their'converſation. OW 


-iKe-anededy' hou-thenth-thiy ae | 


| nay pleaſed with each other 
Mr. Peyton, too conſiderate to krep his 
gueſts up, after the fatigue they had 
endured, ſhewed them a ſmall, but neat 
apartment, making a friendly apology 


for not being able to Kae, * | 


in a better mannex. 


No ſooner were the friends alode, — 


they began to talk over the adventure 
of the evening; and both of them found 
they rather ſeemed to with to retard: the 


return of morning, which they had: be- 


fore eagerly deſired, as the entertain- 


ment they had now met with, made 


them. quite indifferent about that which 
we had promiſed: themſelves, from the 
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place they had in view, when the ſtorm 
ſurpriſed them. The pleafing ſimplicity 
of Mr. Peyton's dwelling, the hearty 
welcome which they received from him, 
and the chearfulneſs of his converſation 
to ſay nothing of the charms of his 
daughters — had filled their hearts with 
ſatisfactions they had une till _ 
3 


In the morning, which was a 1555 
fine one, Mr. Peyton carried them all 
over his grounds; they were not very 
extenſive, but ſo agreeably and ſo uſe- 
fully laid out, that nobody ever ſaw 
them without being highly pleaſed with 
their appearance: few indeed ever ſaw 
them without wiſhing to be ſettled in 
ſo inviting a part of the county, in 
which nature had diffuſed her choiceſt 
areaſures with a liberal hand. Mr. Pey- 
ton had ſo happily improved In little 
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ſpot, by x judicivus intermixture of = 
embelliſhments of art, with the beau- 
ties of nature, that his gueſts, both, ex- 


l. at almoſt every ſtep they took, 
«© —How delightful are the ſurrounding 


< proſpects! There _—_ be a mote 
« charming. retreat.” 


. 


Whenever they threw out fuck ex⸗ 
slamations, their benevolent conductor 
ſhook his head; and at laſt told them, 
that though his little place had been 
exceedingly admired, he believed they 
muſt, ſee. as much as he had ſeen, and 
ſuffer as much as he had ſuffered, before 
they could really be contented to dwell 
on the ſide of an unfrequented moor, 
near two hundred miles from London. 


They both' looked at him- earneſtly 


while he ſpoke, as if they thought that 
the misfortunes, he hinted at, had. im 
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that a man could not have the ſmalleſt 
Pretenſions to taſte, if he heſitated a 
ſingle moment, whether he ſhould prefer 
the moſt agreeable ſituation to be con- 
ceived, apparently bleſt with the perpe- 
tual ſmiles of plenty, and of peace, to 
the buſtle and the clamour of a town - 
„ You have not ſeen half my years, 
* gentlemen,” ſaid Mr. Peyton, -read- 
ing their thoughts in their looks; . on 
„will never, I hope, meet with my diſi 
« appointments. Great allo wanoes are to 
be made for your ſentiments; chey are 
«, ſuitable to your time of hfe, and man- 
* ner of living : but come, tet us go in 
<«,toibreakfuſt-: it will he quite agrees 
wble to you, Iadare e, A. 
K proved ſo in a much higher degret 
then che did gentleman had predicted 
ke fzelhmens of dhe brech faſl- table 
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were very acceptable to his / grateful 
gueſts; but the morning: appearance of 
bis two daughters, prevented them from 
paying much attention to the produit 
tions of the oven and the dairy, which, 
at any other time, would have, perhaps, 
drawn particular encomiums from hem, 
as they were remarkably excellent. 
The Miſs Peytons were neat beyond 
expreſſion; they were dreſſed with a 
ſimplicity which made them more at- 
tractive than if they had availed them- 
ſelves 6f the ſmarteſt ornaments; ac- 
vording to the faſhion of rhe moment 
there was, however, a Might mare of 
coquetry, viſible, in the putting on Lu- 
oyls cap, and in the adjuſtment of her 
hair, which heightened the dharms the 
had "receive! from nature; but ſtill 
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point of pleaſing, ſuperior to her. Lucy 
was, indeed, much the handſomer girl of 


the two, ſtrictly examined; but Nancy - if - 


was, indiſputably, the moſt agreeable 
one, and conquered the hearts of thoſe 
whom the eyes of her ſiſter allured. _ _. 
Lucy was tall and finely ſhaped : ſhe 
had beautiful dark eyes full of fire, a 
high forehead, a ſtrait noſe, plump red 
lips, white even teeth, dark brown hair, 
and the moſt n neck and boſom 
in the world, - -—. 

Neoney could only boaſt of a . 
very pleaſing features, extremely deli; 
cate complexion, a remarkable ſweet 
neſs of expreſſion in her countenance, 
faint hands and arms, and an eaſy ſhape, 
She gave more pleaſute on a nearer ac. 
quaintance, than ſne did at firſt ſight; 
clpecially to people of taſte and ſenſibi- 
ty; Rivers and Nun being men of 
dalz'; ſenſi- 
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ſenſibility and taſte, were equally. ſtruck 


| with the uncommon delicacy of her per- 


ſon, and the. zaivetꝭ of her behaviour. 
Ass ſoon as breakfaſt was over, Mr. 
Cropley, the young clergyman, retura- 
ed to the village, but ſeemed to quit his 
new companions with reluctance; which 
reluctance was, by them, entirely aſcrib- 
ed to his unwillingneſs, to leave, Miſs 
Peyton with two young fellows, who 
could not, he imagined, be leſs ſenſible 
of her charms than he was himſelf.” 
When the breakfaſt- things were re- 
moved, Mr. Peyton propoſed to his 
gueſts to take a farther view of the 
country : and they returned exceedingly 
well pleaſed with every thing. they had 
ſeen: OO well pleaſtd, indeed, that, as 
they had left London with a deſign to 
ſpend part of the ſummer in the north, 
ay Al they could not fix upon'a 


i | ſpot 
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ſpot more thoroughly agreeable than 
that on Which chance ſeemed to have 
thrown them: and the attractions of 
Lucy and Nancy, rather ſtrengthened, 
than weakened, their ieee to 
remain upon it. 

Delwyn, having ſpoken, in raptures, 
to. his friend, of the delightful ſituation 
of Mr. Peyton's cottage, and the beau- 
tiful rural ſcenes furrounding it, ex- 
claimed—* In ſuch a paradiſe, and with 
« two ſuch angels, can we do better 
* than to keep our abode ? re: 


As to your angels,” replied Rivers, 
© they will. ever continue in their an- 
[of ſtate. for me : I take them to be 

« girls of character; and I cannot afford 

to marry a woman Sie fornive F 
« orelſe, I do not know to wh 2 "IE 
Abe tempted?” 10 3455 ol b. h 


. „Which 
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« Which of them would you chooſe,” 


10 Delwyn, © did it ſuit you to alter 
51 Jour condition? 


Nancy, undoubtedly—for a wife; | 
* but you are ſtill leſs able to marry 


* her, than I am. 


That is more than ſhe can tell,“ re- 
pled Delwyn z and I am glad of it: 
for whether a man has any deſign up- 
« on a woman, or not, the appearance 
« of no bar to any attachment, makes 
10 the connection, be it a flight, or, an 
« intimate one, infinitely 1 mare agreeable. 
Men and women are not apt to en- 
«* deayour to pleaſe, if they are not- en- 
« couraged to hope that their efforts will 
« be ſucceſsful. —If. the two ſexes did 
« not mutually wiſh to give pleaſure 40 
<« each other, very little pleaſure would 
« they find in each other's ſociety.“ 


« es 
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True,“ replied Rivers; * but, I like 
« « Nancy, for not endeayouring to pleaſe,” 
For not letting you ſee guat ſhe. en- 
« deayours, I grant; but, perhaps, ſhe 
0 may take the moſt pains, while ſhe 
« ſeems to take the leaſt. —She may have 
art enough to hide her deſigns: and 
«can you Iike-an artful woman ? A wo- 
man, who deceives you in any ſhape; 
«: ceaſes to. charm when ſhe 1 Is diſcover- \ 
6. ed. 9” - | | | | 
t It may be ſo,” ſaid Deliwyn ; © « but 
'« RD I have obſerved of Nancy 
on, ſhe cannot eaſily do any 
to render herſelf dif agreeable.” 286 Þ 
While the two gentlemen were thus 
engaged i in converſation. about the la- 
dies, they had à no leſs intereſting one ne. 
about ben. e NIE. 
Lucy declared, ſhe thought they were 
obliged to the ſtorm, for having driven 
S | two. 
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two ſuch agreeable young fellows to 
their unftequented habitation. 
I now begin to live and breathe alit- 
« tle: I fancy myſelf converſing with 
« people like thoſe to whom I have : been. 
« accuſtomed, and who are widely dif- 


« ferent from the booriſh villager—the 
« « frightful clowns—” 


Sure, ſiſter, you will except Mr: 
« Cropley—#e has nothing booriſh or 
clovyniſh in his manners, or his per- 
* ha, - 

40 Cropley,” ſaid ſhe, « as he was the 
9 « only tolerable perſon in the place, was 
2 juſt to be endured, till others, with ſu- 


« perior figures, came to appear with 


« him—His inferiority was then ſo dirk. 
„ ing, that he was nobody. 


Poor Cropley !“ replied Nancy 
« And yet, I dare ſey, fiſter, that he 
loves you ſincerely.“ 


May 


2 
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de be ſo; but Thad rather Del- 
« wyn loved me: and if Rivers would 


take you; we might both, Think, be | of 


* happily ſettled.“ 


Nancy bluſhed extremely at her ſi ſiſter's | 
contriving to {ettle Ber as well as her- 
lelf, but made no reply. They were Toon 
Joined by the gentlemen. 4s 

Deluyn ſingled out Nancy: Rivers 
entered into a converſation with Ly 
but with that fort of Tpirit which diſ- 
covers gallantry more than love, and 
which 1s eaſily diſcerned by a woman 
of penetration. Lucy ſoon perceived hat 
Rivers felt no love for ber: ſhe fon nd 
out, at the ſame time, that Delwyn: ap- 
| peared ſeriouſly to attach himſelf to her 

ſiſter: her diſcovery gave her great diſ- 

quiet, as ſhe gladly would have made a 
conqueſt of them boch. 2 er 


| Delwyn, 


e- 
Id 
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no choice, at that time at leaſt, would 
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Delwyn, indeed, from what- the had 
ſeen of him, would have been the mah 
of her choice. Nancy, who had made 


have been better pleaſed with Delwyn, 
had he confined his converſation · to gene- 
ral ſubjects, and behaved in a leſs pan- 
tigular manner to her. There was 1 
modeſt reſerve in Nancy's diſp 
which inclined her not to make 
as flowery as the ſpeeches which ſhe re- 
received from bim, anll by which ſhe 
Was not a little embarraſſed; being too 
diffident to believe that ſhe merited the 
encomiums. laviſhed on her. Thoſe en- 
comiums, however, frequently repeated, 
became, impercepribly, familiar to her 
ears; and it is more than probable, that 
had ſhe been left to herſelf, ſhe would 
have given the preference to Rivers“: 
A as ſhe had not been accuſtom- 


—— ed 
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ed to receive ſuch adulation from men, 
Lucy being the moſt ſtriking figure, ſhe 


had not, of courſe, thought much about 
either of the new viſiters: but as Del. 
win was young, handſome, and inſinuat- | 
ing, and took a great deal of pains to 
pleaſe hex, ſhe at length found a ſort f 
ſatisfaction in liſtening to him, with | 
which ſhe had been quite unacquainted | 


before. "I 
When a few days had been very agree 


ably. ſpent by Rivers and Delwyn, at | 


Mr. Peyton's, during which Mr. Crop- 
dey had called very often, they told their 
friendly entertainer that they would nat 
treſpaſs any longer upon. his hoſpitality, 


| 


but that they would be obliged. to him 


for recommending. ſome houſe. in his 
neighbourhood, at which they: might be 
accommodated for a month or ſix weeks, 
as they could not think of continuing 

| 0 
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to be troubleſome to bim, or of ſo ſoon 
depriving themſelves of a ſociety from 
which they had' received ſo much ſotif. 
faction. 

The good old 1 man's eyes ; foarkled v ein 
pee, on finding that he was capable 
of making himſelf agreeable by his con- 
verſation to men of their youth, health, 
and ſpirits, and would have inſiſted on 
their remaining at his houſe; but they 
abſolutely refuſed to comply with his 
preſſing intreaties, as they fancied from 
what he had thrown out, and from the 
obſervations they themſelves had made, 
that his income was but juſt ſufficient 
to enable him to ſupply his family with 
the decent neceſſaries of life: yet he was 
of ſo generous and hoſpitable a diſpo- 
ſition, that he would rather have denied 
kimſelf thoſe neceſſaries, than not have 
invited, ſolicited indeed, agreeable friends 


0 
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to-partake of the few things he had to 
beſtow: Rivers:and Delwin, however, tho 
very different people from Mr. Peyton, 
had too high notions of honour to live 
upon an old man who had; they ima- 
gined, met with many diſappointments, 
and found it rather difficult to ſupport 
kimſelf and his family in a tolerable man- 
ner; they, therefore, poſitively refuſed 
to. accept of his friendly offer, and on 
his recommendation, hired lodgings at a 
farmer Jenkins's, about half a mile from 
the cottage : by that movement they had 
_ perpetual: opportunities to increaſe. their 
intimacies, not only with Mr. Peyton, but 
with his daughters The good man ſaw 
nothing amiſs in the intimacy between 
them, as they both appeared altogether 
like gentlemen as much in their behavi« 
our as in their dreſs, and as they Uifeo« = 

| ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, that they could not be low peo- 
ple: neither did they ſeem in the leaſt 
# deficient in money. Their ſtyle of life, 
indeed, plainly ſhewed that they had a 
greater tendency to be nn mn 
} parſimonious. 

3} Flattered with all theſe rin 
Mr. Peyton felt himſelf pleaſed with Mr. 
Delwyn's attachment to his daughter 
Nancy, hoping it would be productive 
of a deſirable proviſion for her, as he 
had looked upon Lucy to be engaged 
to Cropley, who, though his income 
was very ſlender, would be a kind pro- 
tector to his child, he thought, when 
he was no more, as he was generally eſ- 
teemed for the goodneſs of his character. 
He, therefore, had only to wiſh for the 
happy ſettlement of Nancy, which now 
ſeemed to be not very far off, from the 
| behaviour of Delwyn, whom they en- 


couraged 


: 
by 
+ 
* 
_ 
2 
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couraged as much as they poſſibly could | 
within the line of propriety. _. 
Few fathers, poſſeſt of — | 


would have entertained a ſingle thought 


of marrying one of them to a curate N 


whoſe income was barely thirty pounds a 


year—They would have deemed them- 


ſelves guilty of a prepoſterous action by * 


promoting ſuch a marriage—Many fa- 
thers would have talked in this manner 
A poor, pitiful curate —no— the 
« girl will be better off as a companion to 
« a lady of faſhion, or even a lady's wo- 
man, than buned alive in an obſcure 
« corner of the North.” Too many, 
indeed, would wink ateven the infamous 
proceedings of their daughters, to. ſee 
them rolling in high- life, ſo blind are 
they to their real felicity; to ſay nothing 
of their honour, What a wretch muſt 
he be, who would rather chuſe to ſee 
his 
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his daughter ſplendidly kept by a man 
with a large fortune, than married to a 


man with a ſmall one; looking upon 
ſuch a marriage as a degradation; as if 
a woman was not infinitely degraded by 
the - proſtitution of her perſon, though 
ſurrounded with all the luxuries of life, 
Peyton was not a father of this com- 
plexion: the ſlenderneſs of a man's for- 
tune, if he was in every other reſpect a 
deſerving character, did not make him 


appear unworthy of his attention. He ra- 


tionally conſidered that every man is not ' 
born to a large fortune, and with many 
reflections on the wiſdom of providence 
in the government of the - world, had 
frequently compoſed his mind under the 
diſappointments which had diſturbed its 
peace—He wiſhed, with the affectionate 


ſolicitude of a parent, to ſee his children 


married; but he wiſhed rather to ſee them 
Vor. I, C married 
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married to men of ſenſe, tenderneſs, and 
integrity, in barely tolerable circum? 
ſtances, than united to men with affluent 
fortunes, but with corrupt minds, who 
might either be ſoon weary of them, 
(from that ſatiety generally felt by thoſe 
who are enabled by their riches to give 


a wide indulgence to their paſſions and 


appetites) or who by conſtantly aſſociat- 
ing with perſons of a vicious turn, catch 
their vices, copy their follies, and be- 
come not only ndiculous, but infamous: 


. infamous, and conſequently wretched. 


Mr. Peyton knew chat the little piece 
of ground on which his cottage was 
built would come to his children when 
he died with what little money he had 
faved: but then, though he knew it 
would maintain two-as well as it had fub- 
fifted three, yet he thought that a cou- 
ple of young women might not be able 

| to 


* 
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to make it turn to ſo good ſan (account 
as he had done, and» that it would be 
unſafe for them to live by themſelves in 
ſo retired a place: eſpecially Naney, by 
herſelf, as he had for ſome time ad 4 
proſpect of marrying his other daughter 
to Cropley. He, therefore, diſcovered 
great ſatisfaction at Delwyn's attentions 
about her; he wiſhed'for nothing more 
than to hear that he Was really fach a 
man as he appeared to be, and that he 
was determined to marry her. He had 
no doubt, indeed, concerning his ap- 
pearance, or his intentions, a8 he' had, 


4? afterall his diſappointmerits;ariſinig from 
his having made wrong caleufations, fill 
goodneſs of heart enough to ſuppoſe that 
no body formed any bad deſign againſt 
bim, as he. never had Harboured 
Nn a living eredture, 


C 2 Delwyn 
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+» Delwyn having ſagacity ſufficient to 
ke! that the good old man would rather 
forward his operations than interrupt 
chem, redoublcd. his ; aſſiduities about 
Nancy, ho received them in a manner 
which neither repelled him, nor encou- 
raged him. She was, indeed, at firſt 
entirely indifferent with regard to him, 
but the exceſſive pains he took to pleaſe 
her moved her gentle heart, at laſt, to a 
kind of eſteem, if it did not riſe quite 
ſo high as a tenderneſs for him. 
Rivers, who was all this while alooker 
on, and who had, from the firſt. ſight 
of Nancy, «wught her exceedingly a- 
miable, no ſooner perceived that ſhe 
liſtened to his friend than he felt a kind 
of pity for her, to which, had he given 


a full ſcope, it would very ſoon, per- 
hope 4 have Fans into ſomething of a 


tenderer 


_ 
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tenderer kind; but knowing himſelf not 
to be in a ſituation to marry, and to 
live agreeably to his on plan, and be- 
ing too honourable to attempt to deceive 
an amiable girl with any ſcheme which 
might render her unhappy, he contented. 
himſelf with following the rural ſports 
going forward; and left Delwyn to pro- 
ſecute his amour without giving a 
any interrup tion. 11 ) 
In one of his hs "Bah upon a vi- 
cious horſe which he had ventured to 
mount, againſt the judgement of his 
landlord Jenkins, he had à ſevere fall, 
and was left ſenſeleſs upon a heath, a- 
bout ten miles from Mr. Peyton's. 
Two ladies paſſing by in a poſt chaiſe 
ſtopped. He was carried to the houſe of 
the elder who was a widow with a large 
eſtate on which ſhe reſided, and had at 
C 3 that 


chat time a, young lady with her for 


whom, ſhe: had a particular regal. 
- . Alighting from her carriage, ſhe or- 
dered Rivers to be placed in it under the 
cate of het ſervant, and taking Miſs 
Aſuly by the arm, followed # on foot. 
Before Mrs; Banks and her young 
friend reached home, Rivers had been 
laid on a bed; and the houſe-keeper had 
diſpatched a man and. horſe for a ſur- 
geon, as the ſervant informed her his 
lady had mentioned the ſending for one 
as abſolutely neceſſary; ſhe. had alſo 
given him à large cup of excellent cor- 
dial water, which. ſoon reſtored him to 
his ſenſes) 

| Riſing from the bed he advice where 
| he: was, and how he came there. 

Mrs. Morley, in return, gave him all 
the information in her power. 


WO 4 J 


When 
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When Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly 
came into the room, Rivers, who was 
fitting in a great chair, roſe, and very 
gracefully thanked the former, for the 
care ſne had generouſiy taken of him, 


adding, that he ſhould: ever believe he 


owed hig life to her, as it was highly 
probable that his horſe, without the aſſiſ- 
tance of her ſervant, - when ſhe firſt ſaw 
bim, might have dragged him to a con- 
fiderable 'diftance, - or have kicked him 
to death, before he could have, by any 
means, diſentangled himſelf. 

Mrs. Banks, in reply, chld him that 
ſhe would ever think herſelf happy in 
having appeared at ſo intereſting a mo- 
ment, and that ſhe was extremely glad 
to ſee him leſs hurt than ſne imagined he 
would have been. When the ſurgeon 
came, however, ſhe deſired him to ſub- 
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mit to the loſs of 2 little blood, to pre- 
Vent any in conſequences from his fall. 


Rivers bowedd, and faid he was afraid 


of being any longer troubleſome, but 
that he did not know which way to re- 
turn to farmer Jenkins's, as he was not 


yet able to walk. 

« Walk?” exclaimed the lady, with 
an obliging ſmile, No, indeed, I be- 
« heve not—On the contrary, I deſire 
« you will keep yourſelf ſtill,” and pa- 
<* tiently. comply with every ' regimen 
« which Mr. Smallwood ſhall think pro- 
per for you, while we endeavour to 

« procure you all the amuſement we can 
during your confinement.” | 

Rivers, indeed, when he ſaid he was 
not able to walk, ſpoke but the truth, 


though he was not, at firſt, ſenſible of 


eee 0 much hurt as he really was, 
—_ having 


Tux STORM. 33 


| having been ſtunned by the fall, As ſoon 
as he began to ſtir he found himſelf diſ- 
ordered all over, and glad co n t 
his chair again. 

The ladies then left 3 3 Bonk. 
having repeatedly intreated him to. think 
himſelf quite at home, and to look upon 
her houſe and ſervants as his W. 
Mrs. Banks was a widow of about five 
and thirty, not handſome, but agreeable 
in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of the word. She 
had been married to a very handſome 
man who was at firſt ſo extravagantly 
fond of her, that he threatened to de- 
ſtroy himſelf on her refuſing him. She 
conſented, at laſt, to give him her hand 
out of mere pity, but afterwards from 
the tenderneſs of his behaviour began to 
love him exceedingly. She continued to 
love him till he treated her with a neg- 
lect, with 2.contempt too ſtriking to be 

C5 Over- 
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overlooked, too galling to be endured.— 
The mortifying change in a man who had 
once been deſperately : enamoured with 
her, gave her an averſion to men as huſ- 
bands and lovers, and ſhe had, though 
in the eighth year of her widowhood, 
rejected ſeveral offers, ſome of them con- 
ſiderable in point of fortune, and appa- 
rently advantageous in many other re- 
ſpects. She ſpent a great part of her in- 
come in acts of benevolence, having 
long made a reſolution never to enter 
into che marriage ſtate again. 

How many people after having = 
a a baſty reſolution. have repented of it; 
and have by an inflexible adherence to it 

_ rendered themſelves en un- 
happy“! 

- Mrs. Banks found ber e — 
e ſhaken after two or three inter- 
views with Riyers; tho he, on his fide, 
Re | diſ- 
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diſcovered nothing to make het ſuppoſe 
he had any deſign or defire to produce 
an alteration in her ſentiments. He was 
grateful for her very beneyolent behavi- 
our to him, but nothing more. Accuſ- 
tomed, however, as ſhe had been to adu- 
lation, and 'even to the tendereſt atten- 
tions from moſt men who were at liberty 
to offer 'them, ſhe was not diſguſted at 
the different ſtyle of Rivers's carriage; 
tho? ſhe ' would, probably, have been 
better pleaſed if he had been a little 
more attentive to her; Yet not having 
been uſed to fall in love, The began to 
fancy that what ſhe felt was only eſteem 
for him, and that in a greater degree 
than ſhe had felt for any other man; 
the: imagined too that ſhe might indulga 
herſelf; in a friendſhip with him which. 
might prove agreeable to them both. 


C6 Miſs 
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Mifs Aſhly, who, being leſs concerned, 
was rather more clear. ſi ghted, very ſoon 
perceived that her friend was taken in, 
and that Rivers, if not extremely artful 
indeed, was perfectly indifferent about | 
her, and herſelf alſo; tho' ſhe was a fi- 3 d: 
gure which few men, not already enga- J at 
ged, beheld unmoved. She was hand- Ki 
_Jome in her perſon, elegant in her man- In 
ners, and lively to exceſs.—It was her Je 
exceſſive vivacity, indeed, which had $ a 
hitherto prevented her from yielding her r 
heart to numbers, who had made their Xt 
addreſſes to her; and ſhe had determined c 

] 
] 
| 


not to marry till ſhe was really in love. 
Rivers, finding from the ſurgeon's | 
deciſion about his cafe, that he could | 
not, with prudence, ' ſhift his quarters 
immediately, ſhewed no deſire to remove 
from them. His ſituation, indeed. 
ee ee e eee Mega: 
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g vould have been quite agreeable to him, 
Hd he not been convinced, by his ſhort 
bſence from the cottage, that he could 
enjoy no felicity in a ſtate of baniſhment 
from it. He was charmingly accommo- 
dated, it is true, in a delightful houſe, 
and he was ſurrounded by attendants, 
who waited but for his orders, that they 
might fly to execute them: Delicacies of 
every kind were profuſely at his ſervice, 
and two agreeable, elegant women, were 
ready at all times, to entertain him ei- 
ther with their converſation, or with a 
diſplay of their reſpective talents. Mrs. 
Banks had a very fine finger upon the 
harpſichord and organ, on which ſne 
performed alternately to amuſe him; 
and Miſs Aſhly, who ſung in a ſweet 
ſtyle, was no leſs ready to accompany 
her friend, to oblige him with. her 
various accompliſhments—but he wiſned 


to 


— 
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* chat of that amiable girl, whenever Del- 
wyn had not entirely engaged her td him- | 
- felf, by drawing her from the reſt of 


iber. —Tle once chought-of ſending. # 
— « letter | 
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to be fitting with old Peyton in his cot- 
tage, looking at his daughter Nancy, N 
or walking over the wild, but pleaſant 
ſpot, which he cultivated chiefly with his 
own hand, and liſtening to the innocent 


Nancy to ſee: how ſhe went on with | 
Delwyn, and to hinder matters from go- 
ing too far between them, yet without | 
coming to an open breach! with in. 
He had a ſincere friendſhip for Delivyn, 
but, knowing that he could not pru- 

dently enter into any ſerious engage: 
ments with Nancy at that time, and be- 
ing apprehenſive of ſome diſtionourable 
deſigns, on his part, he wiſhed extreme. 
ly to put her upon her guard againſt 


Ci 
d 
the company.— He wiſhed to be near 
c 
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eetter to her, but on a little recollection 


altered his mind.—Earneſtly, however, 


did he deſire to return to her, to ſave 
her, at leaſt, from the apprehended miſ- 
chief brewing againſt her. He was 
prompted chiefly by his humanity, and 
compaſſion : he had no intention to ad- 
dreſs her himſelf; having had originally, 
a very ſmall fortune, and having leſſen- 
ed, inſtead of improving it, from too 
great a fondneſs for pleaſure, and from 
his expenſive connections, with young 
fellows in a ſuperior ſtyle of life. On 
theſe conſiderations, therefore, he 
thought himſelf the moſt improper man 
in the. world . to marry a woman. with 
nothing; but tho' he did not think of 
attaching himſelf ſeriouſſy to Nancy, 
yet he could not bear to fee her made 
erfg, while it was in bis Ae. 10 
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A off any \ttenipts t to e her of ; 


felicity. 


his ſenſations on Nancy's account, he 
told Mrs. Banks, one day, that ſince 
ſhe was too polite to ſuffer him to leave 
her houſe, till Mr. Smallwood would 
permit him to fay that he was quite 
well, he muſt ſtill farther treſpaſs upon 
her good humour, by ſending to let a 

particular friend know where, he was. 
Delwyn had, indeed, been aſtoniſhed 
at hearing nothing of his friend; for the 
horſe, after having thrown him, ran to 
the extremity of the heath, and there 
continued, being more pleaſed with 
roaming about at liberty, than in doing 
the duty his maſter, farmer Jenkins, re. 
quired of him.— Having heard no intel- 
ligence concerning either horſe or rider 
for ſeveral days, Jenkins concluded that 
| | the 
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# the gentleman had rode farther than he 
at firſt deſigned: and Delwyn was, ſome- 
times, of bis opinion: but he was alſo 
rather too much engaged, to beſtow⸗ a 


great deal of attention about him; for 
Lucy, unable to bear, an any longer, the 

preference which he had given to her 
ſiſter, determined to do every thing ſhe 
could think of to detach her admirer from 
her, and to ſecure him to herſelf, tho 
ſhe could not, at that juncture, be cer- 
tain that Nancy's future felicity depend- 
ed upon an union with Delwyn. She, 
at the ſame time, greatly diſquieted 


Cropley, whom ſhe had before great- 


ly encouraged to believe that ſhe liked 
him.—And this behaviour of hers had a 
very improper effect upon Delwyn, ſup- 
poſing he had been engaged in a laudable 
purſuit, for it induced him to hope that 
” ſhould now become poſſeſſed of the 
ä affec- 
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affections of both cheſe poor girls; and 
it ted him to imagine that he had been 
very ſtupid, by overlookmg Lucy, whom 


he really thought the fineſt girl of the 


two. However, he deemed it more pra- 
dent to keep Nancy from ſuſpecting his 


deſign upon her fiſter, in order to fecure 
them both: a mode of proceeding 
which would not have, probably, enter- 
ed into his head, if Lucy, actuated by 
envy, pride, and jealouſy, three moſt 
tormenting paſſions, eſpecially in a fe- 
male breaſt, had not driven him to ſo 
unwarrantable a conduct. 

Delwyn received the at of 


' his: friend's accident, therefore, at a 


time, when he had much buſineſs upon 
his hands; but he left both the ladies 


to ſtep into Mrs. Banks's chariot, which 


ſhe had ſent for him, that Rivers might 
have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him. 
TL | As 
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As Delwyn had, with a fme perſon, 
all the manners of a man accuſtomed 0 
the beſt. company, he was received by 
Mrs. Banks and Men with _ 
politeneſs. .... | 

Rivers, Who a. aa) times more 
impatiently wiſhed to hear how he and 
Nancy proceeded, than to ſee him, aſked 
him, with ſome eagerneſs, after her, al- 
1 ee e eee 
ance. 

Mrs. Banks changed ha Mis 
Aſhly obſerved the ſudden alteration- in 
her countenance, and, in order to cure 
her of any improper prepoſſeſſion in his 
favour, ſaid — © A favourite Lady: of 
yours, I ſuppoſe, Mr. Rivers.“ 

Say rather, madam, a favourite 
„Lady of Mr. Delwyn's; it was on 
his account I enquired after. her ſo 
« earneſtly.” GY 


Delwyn 
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Delvyn ſmiled, and affected to turn 
that anſwer into raillery, not chuſing to 
be explicit about either of the Miſs 
Peytons; and, indeed, he ſecretly re- 
joiced at Rivers's having been ſo long 
prevented from coming to the cottage, v 
hoping to make a good: uſe of his time i 
with them during his abſencgtge. f 
1 
| 
| 


Nancy, however, who had never ad- 
mired Delwyn, ſoon found, that not- 
withſtanding all his art, he had endea- 
voured.-to carry on an affair privately 
with Lucy; declaring to her, that as he 
had, unfortunately, firſt diſtinguiſhed her 
ſiſter, ſhe would, certainly, try to ex- 
poſe them both out of jealouſy and re- 
venge, if ſhe believed he had any deſign 
to quit her: adding, that Cropley too 
would be alarmed, and perhaps, take 
ſome meaſures to hinder their inter- 
views. | 
This 


„ 
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This way of talking, at firſt; ſuceted- 

ot but Lucy, who had rather mort 
vanity than love, was, with Gan 
prevailed on to conſent to the ſappreſ- 
ſion of the adorations of a man who 
would do her ſo much credit, ſhe thought, 
in a country village; a man of whom 
few women would have been 'aſhamed 
in the politeſt circles in London; and 
had Nancy been of her diſpoſition, they 
might -have gone to pulling caps abour 
him: but Nancy, though ſhe ſaw that 
he paid full as much court to her ſiiter, 
as to herſelf, never took the leaſt no- 
tice of the obſervations ſhe made either 
to the one, or to the other: ſhe gave 
them all the liberty they could de- 
Cropley, in the mean time, made the 
bittereſt complaints to Lucy bf her 
2 and remonſtrated againſt the 
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unjuſtneſs of her conduct to her fiſer, 
as well as the cruelty of it to him; but 
ſhe returned ſuch tart, replies, that he 
ſoon. found he ſhould talk to her, upon 
thoſe ſubjects, to very little purpoſe. 

When Delwyn ſet out for the cottage, 
Miſs Aſhly, who was curious, upon her 
friend's account, who intereſted herſelf 
very much, ſhe plainly perceived, in 
every thing relating to Rivers, diſeover- 
ed a deſire to be acquainted with his 
connections in that part of the country. 


He very freely gratified her curioſity, N 


by informing her ef every particular 


which had happened to himſelf, and to 


Delwyn, concealing only their inclina- 
nation for the two girls. | 

Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly were 
charmed, with his deſcription of the cot- 
tage, and the grounds about it; but 


eſpecially with the reception which he 


and 


F Miſs . « is your favourite?“ 
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and his friend had met with fromthe 


worthy old man, and with the beautiful 
pictures he drew of his daughters. 
I did not know that there were ſuch 
« agreeable people ſa near us,“ ſaid Mrs. 
Banks: “ but you have given me the 
e ſtrongeſt inclination to become ac- 
« quainted with them; and I ſhall, un- 
« doubtedly, make them a viſit, in or- 


« det\to.know, with my own eyes, whe- 


*, ther you have ſaid too many hand- 
e ſome things concerning them.” | 
She ſpoke the few laſt words in a 


Trallying tone. 


: Rivers ſmiling, replied, 1 tu ſhe 


* would ſoon be convinced he had not 
enlarged upon their beauty; that he 
„ had, indeed, ky done them ju- 
J tice.” 


' * And WY whith. of the _ faid 


Rivers 
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Rivers was not a little pleaſed with 
that queſtion, as it diſcovered, he 
thought, that he had ſucceeded in his 
deſign to deſcribe the two ſiſters in a 
manner ſufficient to exculpate him from 
the charge of partiality. He, therefore, 
anſwered, © They are both extremely | 
<« agreeable, but ſo very different, that 
e jt is no eaſy matter to determine which 

of them is the moſt pleaſing.” | 

As ſoon as Rivers was recovered, and 
propoſed returning to farmer Jenkins's, 

Mrs. Banks told him © that ſhe and Mil; 

1 « Aſhly would carry him to the cottage 
1 ein the poſt coach, if he had no objec- | 
| « tion to their company.” | ? 

He readily accepted of the offer. 

Mr. Peyton was inconceivably ſur- 
priſed to ſee two ladies in the higheſt 
ſtyle of elegance, handed out of the 
ſmarteſt carriage, at his door; ſtill more 
| ſurpriſed | 


FA b 
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ſurpriſed to ſee them introduced, by 
Rivers, into his rural parlour, 
Rivers, preſenting Mrs. Banks to him, 
ſaid, Here is my ſecond hoſpitable 
<« friend, ſir, in this part of the coun- 


« try; let me enjoy the ſatisfaction of 
making her yours.” 


Mr. Peyton made a polite rn that 
compliment, and received the lady in- 
troduced to him, in a manner which 
ſhewed he had not always lived in ob- 
ſcurity. 

Rivers eagerly enquired after the 
young ladies. Nancy haſtened to wel- 
come him.—He flew to her, and took 


ber by the hand to preſent her to Mrs. 


Banks, who paid her a very genteel com- 

pliment, and invited her to come and 

ſpend ſome time with her at the manor. 
Lucy and Delwyn next appe 


I the Ladies repeated their civilities; and, 
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by the looks they caſt at Rivers, plainly 
declared that they thought Lucy much 
the handſomeſt of the two. 

Mr. Peyton, at their deſire, conduct- 
ed them to the pleaſanteſt part of his 
grounds; while his daughters brought 
them freſh fruits and cream. 

After having ſpent a couple of hours, 
during which they expreſſed the higheſt 
pleaſute at their reception, the ladies 
ſtepped into the coach, and fixed the 
following Monday for Mr. Peyton to 
bring his family to dinner at the manor ; 
charging Rivers, before they drove away, 


to come and ſee them often. 


No ſooner were they gone, than Pey- _ 
ton told Rivers that his accident had oc- 
caſioned a very agreeable diſcovery : the 
diſcovery of ſuch neighbours. 

Nancy, with eyes replete with ſatiſ- 
faction, declared that ſhe ſhould always 


love 
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tove Mrs. Banks for the benevolence of 
her diſpoſition, which had prompted her 
to take ſo much care of him. 

Rivers, ſeizing her hands on this lit- 
tle compliment, preſſed them, and thank- 
ed her for the regard ſhe had ſhown for 
him. 

Nancy bluſhed, turned away her head, 
and drew her hands from him. | 

While they were ſauntering, inadver- 
tently, down a graſs-walk, fide by ſide, 
Rivers faid to her, with an inquiſitive 
eye, © What progreſs has my friend 
made in your heart ſince I left you?“ 

None at all,” replied ſhe careleſsly. 
„My ſiſter, I believe, chiefly engages ' 
his attention.“ | 

_ « Your ſiſter!” ſaid he haſtily. © Does 
c he pretend to your ſiſter too; and are 
you not hurt by that behaviour? 


D 2 The 
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FThe people whom we are not par- 
<« ticularly deſirous to pleaſe cannot hurt 
dus, or diſappoint us by their neglect. 
* Had I diſtinguiſhed Mr. Delwyn from 
« every other man, I might have been 
<« affected by this change in him; but, 
<« as I never have, I am quite indifferent 
« about it. Yet I think, if I am not 
very much miſtaken, that he * 
<« court to us both.” 

« Is that the way to win you, andy 3? or 
ſaid Rivers, with a ſecond preſſure of 
her hand. 

« Certainly not,” replied me, 6 
ing; but though I ſaid nothing to diſ- 
« courage Mr. Delwyn, at the beginning 
« of our -acquaintance, I acted rather 
“jn obedience to my father, who, from 
« his great affection for me, was not 
« willing I ſhould loſe wy apparent ad- 
<6 yantwe....: 


Believe 


1 bd 
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3 Believe me, Nancy,” replied he, 


eagerly, © there would be no advan- 
tage in any connection with him at 

e preſent: but do not take notice 187 
« this friendly hint.“ 

With theſe words he left her. 

Soon afterwards Delwyn joined them, 
with Lucy ; he ſeemed to endeavour to 
behave pretty equally to the two ſiſters, 
and raillied Rivers upon his fair friends 
at the manor. | 

During this converſation at the cot- 
tage, Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly were 
rolling home. The former being ex- 
tremely thoughtful and penſive, the lat- 


ter aſked her, rather abruptly, of whom 
dme was thinking: of the good old Pey- 


ton and his daughters, or of Rivers. 
Mrs. Banks ſtarted from her reverie, 
bluſhed, and replied that ſhe was juſt 
then thinking of them all“ It is not 
D 3 2 ly,” 
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« eaſy,” added, ſhe, with a half- ſup- 
preſſed ſigh, © to ſeparate them.” 

« Do you mean Rivers and Nancy,” 
anſwered Miſs Aſhly, or your ens of 
* them?“ 

J mean both, my dear,” replied 
Mrs. Banks; © but you really queſtion 
me as cloſely as if you andes me to 
make prodigious diſcoveries.” 
ou have none to make, I fancy,” 
faid ſhe, archly, „but what I know of; 
« for I can ſee that Rivers has occaſion- 
« ed more tender ſenſations in your 
heart than any. other man ſince the 


. « death of Mr. Banks.” 


.< Bleſs me, child,” cried ſhe, colour- 
ing exceſſively, how you talk? Can- 
not one be commonly civil to a man 
< in diſtreſs, without being ſuſpected of 
1 8 a particular inclination for him? 

know 
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« I know nothing of Mr. Rivers; he 
« is a pefect ſtranger 'to, me; he ma 
« be a very indifferent character for any 


« thing 1 can tell.” 
Her colour increaſed, while ſhe de 


livered the latter part of that reply, as 


if ſne was really afraid of having ſpoken 
with too much truth about the man in 
whoſe favour her heart was * 
agitated. 

lt may be ſo,” replied Miſs Aſhly, 
with a good humoured ſmile, © but you 


« are in love with him for all that.” . 


_ « Nay, now Louiſa, you carry it too 
« far,” ſaid Mrs, Banks, with a diſcon- 
certed air. | 
* I aſk your pardon, my dear Emi- 
« lia,” ſaid Miſs Aſhley, but I cannot 
help ſeeing, though I am NF i it 
offends you.“ | | 


D4 « Noz 
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«No; I am not offended neither, 
« Louiſa,” replied ſhe, with a baſhful 
{mile, © but I wiſh you did not fee quite 
e ſo clearly: or rather that there was 
nothing zo be ſeen : yet I am indeed 
afraid that there is too much truth in 
«your conjectures. I hope, . 
that my behaviour has not—” 

« Your behaviour has been ſo very 
e prudent, my dear Mrs. Banks, that 
< it has ſufficiently diſcovered what you 
« ſtrove to conceal. Have you never ob- 
« ſerved that we ſometimes expoſe our- 
«ſelves by our prodigious diſcretion, 
«and by over- acting our parts, create 
4 ſuſpicions which never would have ari- 
ſen had we been leſs circumſpe&t?” - 

41 believe you are right, Louiſa » 
« but I confeſs I felt myſelf exceedingly 
hurt at finding myſelf ſo taken with a 
ö de man 
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man who was entirely a ſtranger to me, 
and who may be married for aught 1 
« know; and yet, Louiſa, I am aſhamed 
« to tell you that I ſhudder at the very 
thoughts of his having a wife and 
children.“ | | 
C Loviſa laughed You are far gone 

« indeed.” | 

« am afraid I am,” ſaid ſhe with a 
ſigh; *but'do not laugh at me; Louiſa, 
« for ridiculous as I feel myſelf, I pro- 
% miſe you, I will not let this filly fancy 
« hurry me to improper lengths: only 
« indulge me, do, indulge me in vent- 
ing my folly now and then: by ſo do- 
« ing, I may, perhaps, be prevented from 
e acting in a very contemptible manner; 
for the men in general are of opinion, 
« you know, that a great deal of our 
<« folly evaporates in prate, which might, 
L without ſuch a diſcharge, prove fatal 
| D 5 «to 
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<« to us And ſo tell me your real ſenti- 

e ments about Rivers Don't you think 
4 he is very handſome, and - what is bet- 
< ter ſtill—uncommonly amiable?” 

4 do,” replied Miſs Aſhly, ſmiling; «I 
ee actually think him ſo uncommonly ami- 
« able, that I believe I ſhould be tempted 
eto fall in love with him myſelf, if I had 
e any, the ſmalleſt, hopes of ſucceſs 
_« Nay, don't look ſo grave at me,” 
continued ſhe laughing, © for I am not 
<« going to make any attempt upon his 
heart. I will firſt be ſure that it is at 
his own 3 at leaſt, that he is not 
4 marr} 

« Which way will you get at that in- 
<« telligence ?” 

« Why—T will, poſitively, aſk him 
« And now, Emilia, your terrors about 
my ſupplanting you may be at an end, 

« for if Ireally was in Dove, that queſtion 
would 
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« would be the laſt, I ſhould have cou- 
rage to propoſe to him. True love, my 
« dear Mrs. Banks, renders us too timid, 
too anxious to venture upon ſuch queſ- 
<« tions: in the firſt place, a cruſh to all 
our hopes would be too much to ſup- 


« port at a perſonal interview; in the ſe- 


e cond, what woman, of the leaſt delicacy, 
could bear to give a man ſo palpable an 
opportunity to ſpeak to the purpoſe ?” 

„Lou talk ſo very knowingly upon 
e this ſubje&,” ſaid Mrs. Banks, © that 
% one would almoſt ſuppoſe you had 
been ſeriouſly in love, Louiſa, and 
e gone thro? all the.pains and pleaſures 
“ incidental to that paſſion.” | 

« Not I, indeed,” cried ſhe; but 
e are you to be told that thoſe who look 
« on, frequently ſee more of the game, 


« than the people wha are engaged in it?” 
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May be fo,” replied Emilia: but 


te what would you ſay, Louiſa, if Rivers 
« ſhould feize the opportunity you juſt 
© now declared a certain ee might 


give a man?” | 
« Aye, my dear, but you dow take 
me right.— The man muſt be firſt in 
<« love with the woman who propoſes 
the queſtion, or he cannot make the 
„ anfwer which you apprehend.” 
Why no,” faid Mrs. Banks, after a 
pauſe; he may not, it is true, be in 


« love with her; but if he is not in love 


<« with any other woman, and if ſhe 
happens to be young, handfome, and 
* miſtreſs of a large fortune, he would 
© be wanting to himſelf, methinks, to 


« negle& an opportunity ſo favourable 


to him.” 
The man who would marry me 


" merely becauſe I might prove an ad- 


* van- 
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« vantageous wife to him, Emilia, would 
« never be looked upon by me. No, I 
« will never liſten to a man who is not 
« ſincerely, exceedingly, nay, extrava- 
« oantly in love with me, and for myſelf 
« alone. You may be perfectly eaſy, 
« therefore, with regard to me: Rivers 
and I ſhall never be lovers.” | 

« You need not be ſo warm neither,” 
cried Mrs. Banks; © he is, certainly, not 
« 4 man to be deſpiſed: any woman _— 
be happy with him.” 

My dear creature,” replied the lively 
Louiſa, laughing; © I grant it: but then 
e it muſt be a woman whom he can love, 
and I am ſure I ſhall never be tha. 


| © woman.” 


The riding up of ſome gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood, to the coach-fide, to 
FT Aſk the ladies how they did, put a ſtop 
| to a converſation which began ta be very 

| g intereſting 
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| Intereſting to Mrs. Banks; ſo intereſting 
indeed, that her young friend reſolved | 
to be more cautious for the future about 
what ſhe ſaid to her, tho* only in rail- 
lery, as ſhe ſaw ſhe was exceedingly at- 
tached to Rivers.—She determined, how- 
ever, at the ſame time, to do every thing 
in her power to ſerve her, and to find 
out whether he was really the man of 
character, and whether he could like 
Mrs. Banks well enough to make her 
happy.—The management of this point, 
to the advantage and ſatisfaction of both 
parties, required a great deal of delicacy 
and addreſs, 

While Rivers's two female friends, 
thus employed their thoughts about him, 
he was conſidering in what manner he 
ſhould ſave Nancy from being duped by. 
Delwyn, ſuppoſing he ſhould have any 
_ deſign upon her: for tho? he fancied he 

ſaw 


* 
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ſaw ſomething in her behaviour, which 


diſcovered more inclination for him than 
for his friend, yet he could not be poſi- 


_ tively ſure of it. He might be deceiv- 


ed: he had not a contemptible opinion 
of himſelf, neither was he vain: he could 
have been exceedingly happy with 
Nancy, admitting that ſhe preferred him 
to all the world, and that he had an am- 
ple fortune; but as he was circumſtan- 
ced, if he had been ſure of her loving 
him, he would not have choſen to en- 
courage a paſſion in her, however plea- 
fing to himſelf, that would, moſt proba- 
bly, involve her in perplexity and diſ- 
treſs.— Vet he never avoided her: he 
was rather glad indeed, of having an op- 
portunity to chat with her, or to do any 


piece of civility for her; it could not be 


ſaid that he laid any ſchemes for the 
one, or for the other: but whenever 


they 
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they were by themſel ves he was continu- 
ally throwing out hints concerning Del- 
wyn's free ſentiments, with regard to 
women; and ſhe, who believed him to be 
that ſort of man, took care to keep her- 
ſelf as much as poſſible from a private 
interview with him; fond of her ſiſter, 
and afraid of ber ſuffering by too cloſe 
an intimacy, ſhe, alſo, very kindly com- 
municated to her the doubts ſhe enter- 
tained relating to him; adding, that ſhe 
much queſtioned whether his intentions 
were either ſerious or honourable, and 
perſuading her to be upon her guard. 
Lucy, being of a different way f 

thinking from Nancy, only believed 

or affected to believe, that what ſne had 

told her proceeded merely from jealouſy 
and envy, in order to keep Delwyn to 
| herſelf, and, therefore, redoubled her 
endeavours to ſecure his heart, ſaying, | 
at 


=” 
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at the ſame time, every thing ſne could 
think of to ſet him againſt Nancy, and 
never paying the leaſt regard to Crop- 
ley's complaints. 

Cropley, a ſerious, ſenſible young 
man, was rendered very miſerable by the 
cruel change in Lucy's behaviour to 
him, on whom he had doated from the 
moment he became acquainted with her, 
and ſhe had flirted with him becauſe he 
was the only young man in the place be- 
fore the arrival of Delwyn and Rivers, in 
the leaſt reſembling a gentleman. E 

Rivers who was ſoon ſenſible of his 
merit, pitied him for his partiality to a 
woman- who uſed him ſo ill, tho? he 
blamed him in his own mind for not try- 
ing to conquer a paſſion which ſeemed ſo 
little likely to afford him any ſatisfaction. 
He converſed with him a great deal; 
and ſtrove to turn his thoughts upon dif- 

ferent 


Fl 
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ferent ſubjects, to divert his attention 
from a girl who treated him with morti- 
fying haughtineſs and neglect. Lucy, 
indeed, from the time ſhe began to con- 
ceive hopes of Delwyn, looked far above 
poor Cropley, and took every opportu- 
nity to let him ſee the diminution of his 
conſequence in her eyes. A 
On the day appointed, Mrs. Banks's 
coach appeared at the cottage, to bring 
the invited gueſts to the manor. 
As there were five to be accommodat- 
ed, Lucy choſe to give up her place, 
forwards, in the coach, to Nancy, that 
ſhe might fit between Delwyn and Ri- 
vers, and that the former might throw 


his arms round hers, and whiſper ſoft 
nonſenſe in her ear. 


Rivers was quite as well vleaſed wo 


have Nancy oppoſite to him, that he 
might look at her, as he did not chooſe 
3 | to 
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to venture the indulging himſelf with 
any tender freedoms, without being ſuf- 
ficiently authorized, in the character of 
an avowed and accepted lover. 

When they arrived at the Manor, 
Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly welcomed 


them with great politeneſs ; the old Gen- 


tleman they received even with kind- 
neſs. | 

Mrs. Banks was very attentive to 
Rivers; and though ſhe thought ſhe 
took great pains to conceal her prepoſ- 
ſeſſions in his favour, moſt of the com- 
pany perceived them. Rivers himſelf 
was extremely quick-ſighted upon the 
occaſion; he ſeemed, however, to make 


no diſcoveries not intended for him, 


but made all the grateful returns in his 
power to Mrs. Banks's civilities, as a 
friend—All traits of the lover he ſtu- 
diouſty:endeavoured to conceal. 
lf Mr, 
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Mr. Peyton was extremely pleaſed with 
Mrs. Banks, and every thing he ſaw, and 
ſo were the girls. 

Rivers, naturally grateful, Wan 
and affectionate himſelf, could not hide 
the pleaſure he felt, at ſeeing Peyton 
and his daughters ſo genteely treated. 
The eaſineſs, good humour, and affabi- 
lity, with which Mrs. Banks behaved to 
them, raiſed her ſtill higher in his eſteem, 
than any thing ſhe had yet done. He 


thought ſhe appeared in a more amiable 


light than ever, while ſhe exerted her- 
ſelf to make Nancy and her father hap- 
Py : and he could not forbear telling her 
ſo in a very elegant little compliment. 

She bluſhed, the ſmiled : ſhe was not 
only delighted, ſhe was quite enchanted 
with ſo polite a mark of his approba- 


tion, and it induced her to increaſe her 


attentions to pleaſe the Peytons, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe the in pleaſing them gavæ ſatisfac- 
tion, ſhe plainly ſaw, to Rivers: to give 
him ſatisfaction, was now” become the 
whole buſineſs'of her life. 

| Rivers, extremely polite and enter- 
raining to all, helped Mrs. Banks, in 
ſome meaſure, to do the honours of her 
houſe,” by ſhewing her new gueſts every 
thing 'that was beautifu} or curious, 
within doors, or in the park and garden. 
He then genteely contrived to make 
the miſtreſs of the feaſt receive the en- 
comiums ſhe alſo deſerved. 

Leading her to the harpſichord and 
organ, after dinner, he intreated her to 
play. | 
She complied immediately with his re- 
queſt; Miſs Aſhly ſung, and then deſired 
the Miſs Peytons to perform. 

Lucy played a little on the guitar, 
and was very willing to throw herſelf 

into 
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into languiſhing attitudes while ſhe fin- | 


gered her inſtrument; but as ſhe had 
nothing of a voice, Nancy was called 
upon to accompany her ſiſter. She mo- 
deſtly excuſed herſelf, however, declar- 
ing that ſhe could not think of expoſing 
herſelf by ſinging after Miſs Aſhly. 
Rivers, finding the company not in- 
clined to let her eſcape, good naturedly 
told her, with a laugh, that he would 
chearfully ſing with her, and drown her 
voice. a 
She thanked him; and ſeeing that 
even her father joined the reſt in inſiſt- 
ing upon her compliance, ſhe poured 
out ſoft and melting ſtrains, which he 
did not, in the leaſt, expect from her 
He looked at her with aſtoniſhment, as 
well as pleaſure : but what was her aſto- 
niſhment, and the ſurpriſe of the whole 
room, when he broke out into ſweet 
expreſſive 
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expreſſive manly tones; and diſcovered 
not only the execution, but the taſte of 
a maſterly performer! They were all 
charmed, and the more ſo, as nobody 
but Delwyn had any conception of the 
extent of his muſical powers. The 
{ſtrength and manlineſs of his voice, ac- 
corded ſo happily with the ſoftneſs and 
ſweetneſs of Nancy's, that a more melo- 
dious duet could not have been heard. — 
It is not eaſy to ſay who, among the au- 
dience, received the moſt pleaſure; thoſe 
who very unexpectedly contributed to 
the entertainment, or thoſe who were fo 
highly entertained. The ſatisfaction of 
them all was proportionate to their feel- 
ings. The good old Peyton was pleaſed 
at his daughter's performance, becauſe 
he imagined that, as it rendered her 
{till more agreeable, it would moſt cer- 


tainly ſecure the heart of Delwyn for 
her : 
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her: not having the ſlighteſt idea of his 
beſtowing a thought on Lucy : till leſs 
did he ſuppoſe her capable of endeavour- 
ing to ſupplant her ſiſter, or break her 
word with Cropley; looking upon a 
breach of that kind as a criminal ac- 
tion, for which no worldly advantages 
whatſoever could atone. His eyes, there- 
fore, ran over with joy at the praiſes 
which were laviſhed on her. 

Delwyn thought Nancy's voice mixed 
very agreeably with his friend's ; but as 
it would not anſwer his purpoſe to keep 
her to ſing with Rivers, he paid no great 
attention to her melody, and was rather 
pained indeed, by the compliments which 
he procured by His. 

Lucy was entirely diflatisfied to ſee 
her ſiſter excel her; and when ſhe and 
Rivers were preſſed to proceed, told Del- 


"7 n, 1n a whiſper, that people who could 
ſing 
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ling at all, though ever ſo njulkerentlys 
never knew when to ſtop. 

Miſs Aſhly, happening to overhear 
her, not only gave her an arch ſmile, 
but contrived to teaze her by being moſt 
loud in praiſe of her ſiſter and Rivers, 
and moſt ready to propoſe new ſongs to 
them. By ſo doing, ſhe alſo contrived 
to charm Mrs. Banks who was abſo- 
lutely in raptures with Rivers; and who, 
for that very reaſon, perhaps, ſaid leſs, 
becauſe ſhe felt more than any of the 
perſons preſent : Sitting down, and ſilent- 
ly fixing her eyes. on Rivers, ſhe left 
Louiſa to compliment him, 

Thus paſſed the day, in a manner 
very agreeable to. the greateſt part of 
the company.—The Peytons, with Del- 


wyn and Rivers, returned home as they 


came; Mrs. Banks having promiſed to 
ſpend an afterpoon ſoon at the cottage. 
Vol. I. E When 
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When Rivers took his leave, Mrs. 
Banks charged: him to let her ſee him 
the next day. | 

He bowed reſpectfully, * told her 
that ſhe might always command him. 

As foon as they were gone, Mrs. Banks 

5 threw herſelf into a chair. While ſhe ſat 

l | Jogging her foot, ſeemingly buried in 

[| thought, Mifs Afhly ſaid—“ Well, this 

Rivers is, certainly, a very agreeable 
« fellow: I am wild to know a little more 
about him. What a voice! what a 
* manner! I never heard a finer m_ of 
« finging'in my life.“ 7 

„ Your enquiries will produce no de- 
« firablediſcoveries,” replied Mrs. Banks, 
with a dejected air. © Nancy Peyton is 
« the girl, and ſhe'is as fondly artached 
< to him, as he is to her.“ 

e am not fo ſure that he it attached 
" « ro-her,” anſwered Miſs Afhly :. they 


are 


1 
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« are both young and agreeable; they 
« are both muſical, and their voices 
* ſuit; but I much queſtion whether 
there may be any ſimilitude either in 
« their temper or circumftances. I am 

„glad you invited Rivers to-morrow : 
« I ſhall then, poſſibly, ſift all I want to 
« know out of him.” 

« I ſcarce can tell why I aſked him,” 
replied Mrs. Banks: © I ought, per- 
« haps, to wiſh that J had never ſeen 
„him; and yet I ſhould have behaved 
in an unfriendly, and even an unpo- 
lite manner, if I had not expreſſed a. 
« defire to ſee the man again, who is 
capable of giving me ſo much plea- 


« fure, We are very apt, when we like 


people, to think it quite neceſſary to 
attempt to give them proofs of our 
« fondneſs for them, by teazing them 
* with ohr company, when they had, 

E 2 * moſt 
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% moſt probably, rather be in another 
place, and with very different perſons.” 
_ Miſs Aſhly made but a flight anſwer 
to this ſpeech : She did not know enough 
of Rivers to ſay a great deal'in his: fa- 
vour: ſhe was afraid, indeed, of his 
turning out one of thoſe adventurers 
who employ all their talents to capti- 
vate ſome woman with a large fortune, 
which may enable them to live upon it 
in luxury and idleneſs. She, therefore, 
thought it beſt to try to take off her 
friend's attention from a man, who, ſhe 
plainly ſaw, was but too eee to 
ä 
During his ride home to the nee 
Rivers was ſilent, while the reſt of the 
company launched out in praiſe of the 
charming day they had ſpent. His 
thoughts, indeed, were much engaged 
both by Nancy, and by Mrs, Banks. The 
former 
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er former had conſiderably increaſed her 
attractions, by the ſweetneſs of her voice, | 


er and the latter had, involuntarily, diſco- 
ph vered fo ſtrong a predilection for his 
a- performances in the muſical way, that, ſo 
ils flattering an addition to the other dif- 
TS -coveries of her prepoſſeſſion in his fa- 
ti- vour, made him, as a man of honour 
ie, and ſenſibility, think ſeriouſly about her 
it behaviour. Nancy Peyton, it ig true, he 
re, would have preferred to all her ſex; but 
er he conſidered that he could not marry 
he her without injuring her—in his own 
to opinion : — And he did not perceive in 


her thoſe ſtriking proofs of a tender and 


ze, laſting attachment to him, which he ob- 
he ſerved in Mrs. Banks, and which were 
* the more viſible to bim who had given 


birth to them, the more ſhe ſtrove to 
hide them. He was not, however, ſo 
well acquainted with Nancy's ſentiments 

| E 3 at. 


78 Tus STORM. 


at” that time, as with "Mrs. | Banks's. 
Nancy loved him as truly; but Mrs. 


Banks loved him more paſſionately. 


Nancy had all the delicate reſerve, na- 
tural to a modeſt young girl; Mrs. 
Banks, all che animated tenderneſs of a 
woman who had been vidlently ena- 
moured before, and met with: à cool 


return; an ungrateful neglect of that 


fondneſs which ſhe had, from a tender 
compaſſion, been prevailed on to diſco- 
ver for the man who had doated on het, 
enough to threaten to die for her, and 
whoſe love, when ſhe had yielded to 
his wiſhes, became leſs and leſs ardent, 


every hour, and had, at length, degene- 


rated into a kind of — ee 
Rckleneſs af his temper. 

The unhappineß, did 
endured with ſuch a huſband,” made her 
ay Ha 
an 
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and ſhe had no jnclination, after ſhe was 
releaſed, from her matrimonial miſery, 
to enter into a ſecond indiſſoluble con- 
nection; but her ſudden, acquaintance 
with Rivers, who had, beſides his per- 
ſonal and acquired accompliſhments, a 
delicacy and ſenſibility in his behaviour, 
that could not fail of touching a wa- 
man, - whoſe feelings and ſentiments cor- 
reſponded with his own, occaſioned a ſud- 
dep revolution in her mind. Tet, as 
ſhe was uncertain about his character 
and ſituation in life, and plainly faw 


that he was tenderly attached to Nancy 
Peyton, ſhe felt a tormenting anxiety 


which nothing could relieve. Aſhamed 
of her haſty prejudices, in favour; of a 
man of whom ſhe. knew fo. very little, 
and thoroughly aſſured af his preferring 
another woman, ſhe ſtreauguſly endea- 
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though ſhe thought, at the ſame time, 
that ſhe ſhould act a mean part by de- 
nying him all the eſteem which his car- 
riage and accompliſhments had, hither- 
to, demanded. | 

Full of theſe reflections, ſhe met him 
the next day, when he came according 
to her deſire, after having had a kind 
of conflict with himſelf concerning the 
propriety of his continuing his acquain- 
trance with her: thinking that it was 
hardly honeſt to increaſe her inclination 
for him, as his heart was' ſo much at 
Nancy's diſpoſal. - 

The fight of each other wks a little 
change in them both. 

Mrs. Banks felt ſo much real j Joy at 
his approach, that it languiſhed in her 
eyes, and trembled on her tongue. 

Rivers, who had never ſeen her make 
ſuch a * — before, 
; almoſt 
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alinofſ caught the tender infection, EY | 


involuntarily anſwered with an unde- 
fined ſomething in his manner which in- 
treaſed her joy, though it threw her, at 
the ſame time, into an agreeable confu- 


ſion. 


She was embarraſſed, but ſhe was 
pleaſed. She thought it neceſſary to make 
ſome reply, but ſhe did not well know 
how to begin. Nancy Peyton, whom ſhe 
dreaded as a rival, was uppermoſt in her 
thoughts : ſhe, therefore, from a ſort of 
reſtleſs curioſity, the natural effect of 
jealouſy, aſked after that amiable girl. 

He replied, that ſhe was well. 

« She is a ſweet girl,” ſaid Mrs. 
Banks, 

« She 7s," anſwered Rivers, with a 
half-ſtifled ſigh, while he preſſed Mrs. 
Banks's hand; partly becauſe he was 
thinking of Nancy, and partly to ſhew 

* 3 his 
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his gratitude to her for having given his 
favourite ſo obliging an epithet. 
- Mrs. Banks, however, not having de- 
fired- nor expected to hear her words, 
relating to Nancy, echoed in ſo particu- 
lar a manner, ſighed in her turn: ſhe 
bluſhed alſo, caſt down her WH and 
withdrew her hand. 

Rivers, who had before 3 her 
extremely agreeable, did not find her 
leſs ſo, from the emotions which ſhe diſ- 
covered, and which he had, himſelf, he 
was very ſenſtble, occaſioned.— Ile was, 
indeed, unpelled: by a ſtrong deſire, to 
aſk her. ſome tender queſtions; but as 
he made no pretenſions to her, and as 
his conſcience told him that he ſtill pre- 
ferred Nancy, he ſtopped his tongue 
from the utterance of any thing ſo flat- 
tering; hecould not, however, hinder his 
eyes from ſupporting what he had been 
going to ſay. | Mrs, 
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Mrs. Banks, to relieve herſelf from 
the embarraſſment - the pleaſing embar- 
raſſment ſhe was under, thanked him for 
the entertainment he had given her the 
day before, adding, The longer we are 
« acquainted with you, Mr. Rivers, the 
ce ings merit, I find, we diſcover. in 
cc „you.“ 

This genteel ae did - NOT 
make any diſadvantageous alteration, in 
his looks. | 

She then proceeded, by alking him, 
if he did not think himſelf remarkably 
happy in meeting with ſuch a compa- 
nion as Nancy, whoſe taſte was ſo ſimi- 
lar to his own ? 

« Why I don't know,” replied he, 
« whether we ought to reckon ourſelves 
happy by meeting with amiable peo- 
ple. We only ſuffer the more ſeverely, 

"17 E 6 „ when 
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« when we are obliged to ſeparate from 
2 them.” 

Rut why ſeparate ?” ſaid ſhe, with 
a melancholy air; „are you then going 
< to leave us immediately ? ' 

No, Madam“ 

And if you are,” continued ſhe, in- 
terrupting him, you can, no doubt, 
« eaſily perſuade Miſs Nancy to accom- 
% pany you: her father would hardly 
<* refuſe her to Mr. Rivers.“ 

Juſt at that intereſting moment, Miſs 
Aſhly entered the room, not willing to 
let her friend be too long in ſo dangerous 
a ſituation, as in a ite a tte, with a man 
every way inſinuating. 

Rivers thought himſelf moſt IP 
interrupted. 

Mrs. Banks was quite impatient to 
have an anſwer to her laſt ſpeech; but 
* no hopes of hearing a reply to 


it— 


— we we Wa 
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it—not a reply, at leaſt, to her ſatis- 
faction, left him with Miſs Aſhly, hav- 
ing a fort of preſentiment, that ſhe 
would get more out of him than her- 
ST LES l 

Louiſa, as ſoon as ſhe was gone, ſaid, 
with a laughing vivacity, which carried 
matters farther, in a few moments, than 
Mrs. Banks might have carried them in 
as many weeks; What have you done 
« with that Nancy and her voice? You 
„ ought to ſing and play together for 
the remainder of your lives,“ conti- 
nued ſhe, for your voices are wonder- 
„fully adapted to each other; and 1 
« ſuppoſe that is your ſcheme.” 

Not at preſent, Madam, I aſſure 
. | 

« Perhaps you are married already ?” 

© No—not yet—but—there are other 
jimpediments 

« None 
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None but what time may remove, 
8 41 imagine. — Such an amiable girl is 
* certainly worth waiting for.”.. 
There are circumſtances in my life, 
« Miſs Aſhly,” anſwered he, which 
% make delay neceflary; but that de- 
« lay, perhaps, may hinder Miſs Peyton 
from more advantageous overtures 
" . can propoſe to nt | 


* deſert you for a man *. to 
«-place her in a more affluent ſituation, 
« or make her a larger ſettlement ?” 

Are not moſt women of that diſpo- 
« fition? ® weren he, with an arch 
ſmile. 

I hope not — nor do I believe you 
« think ſo, fir: if you really think in 


« this manner, ow do the ſex 1 


« deal of injuſtice,” 


« There 


Ove, 
1 is 
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There is not a man on earth, ma- 
« dam, more inclined to do juſtice to 
« your ſex than I am; but to one gene- 
« rous woman, how. many mercenary 
ones may, be oppoſcd ? Not that I 
« believe Nancy Peyton is to be ranked 
„among them : She is, I think, a very 
« agreeable girl; 1 hope ſhe is a very 
good one; and I would not, theres 
« fore, on any account, prevent her 
« from enjoying an affluent ſituation; a 
« ſituation which I cannot procure for 
« her. I am not aſhamed to own. Miſs 
« Aſhly,” continued he, © that it is not 
« in my power to marry, with prudence, 
« (without burying -myſelf in obſcuri- 
«* ty)—a woman without a fortune: and 
« even, in the obſcureſt corner of the 
kingdom, ſnould we have a large fa- 


emily, we ſhould hardly be able to live 


« with tolerable decency.—Now to fee 
66 the 
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«the woman beloved by me, the chil- 
<«. dren beloved by us both, diſtreſſed for 
want of the .comforts of life, would 
<« almoſt drive me to diſtraction. ? 
People think very differently upon 
c this ſubject, Mr. Rivers,” ſaid Miſs 
Aſhly: for my part, I declare myſelf 


« of ſo very different an opinion, that 


<« ere a man, to give the ſame reaſons 
* which you have mentioned againſt 
« marrying-me, ſuppoſing me to be in 
« Miſs Peyton's circumſtances, I ſhould 
e ſoon be cured of my regard for. him, 
« jf I ever had any“ 
„What! only becauſe he heſitated 
« about making you miſerable ? * 
Our ideas of miſery and Appen 
<« are ſo various,” replied ſne, that the 
« ſame thing which is pain to one, is 
« pleaſure to another. We willonly ſup- 


eee eee 


* enough 
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« enough to ſit down with him in a low 
« ſtation of life, rather than live in the 
« higheſt with another; ſhould I not hav e 
« reaſon to think that he preferred the 
«* pomp and ſplendor of the world to 
« my ſociety, and that he, conſequently, 
„loved a life of ſhew and diſſipation 
better than me?” ; 
Why, much may be ſaid on both 
« ſides,” anſwered Rivers, ſmiling: * but 
indeed, Miſs Aſhly, we have, in ge- 
« neral, ſuch unſettled minds, that it is 
« dangerous for us to truſt even our- 
« ſelves: and if I, who have been ac- 
« cuſtomed to live in the world, ſhould, 
by removing entirely out of it, become 
« diſguſted both with myſelf and with my 
* wife, for having been the cauſe of my 
« removal, I am very much afraid that 
4e ſhould both repent exceedingly of 


" - we had done.” 
60 You 
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Lou have one good quality, how. 
ever, Rivers, I am. apt to believe,” 
cried ſhe, © which will go a great way 


towards making the woman you mar- 


* ry, ſatisſied; you have a. frankneſs 
* which is, I think, . a conſiderable re- 


: « commendation. to you, For my part, 


4 had rather, a thouſand tunes, have « 
man tell me, at once, that he dots not 
< like me, than only endeavour to make 
me imagine he does.“ 


Jon run.n0 great, riſque of | bing 
„ difited by any. man,” replied he, 20 
a ſmile, though every man may not be 

« abſolutely in love with you. - 

* Well—ſay no more ako me, if 


2 you. pleaſe; ”. replied ſhe, laughing, 


„but go. back to. Nancy wham. I very 

* much pity. I have obſerved? .... 
What?“ ſaid he, eagerly interrupt. 
ing her : e. 1 hope, obſerv. 
«ed 
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« ed any. thing in her to make you ſup- 
% poſe ſhe is unhappy on my account. 
«6 I | would: not 'be' poſted for a  COX- 


comb, Mifs Aſhly; yet I ſhould: be 


« ſorry to be the cauſe of any woman's 
« uneaſineſs, eſpecially Nancy Peyton's.” 
Lou would then be more concerned 
for her, than for any 1 
n nts » 
Don't you chigk tier that you 
« could ft down happy with her in this 
< obſcure retirement upon a decent com- 


+ petency, and lock after the education 


« of yourchildren yourſelf? How much 
more uſefully, how much more lauda- 
* bly, would yau employ yourſelf, in ſueh 
way, than by buſtling among a ſet of 


<« giffipated beings, as thougutleſa as they 


Lare vam i Believe me, Rivers,, the 
* pleaſures which we derive only from 


* N a circle of idlers, becauſe 


© & they 
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they are genteel, becauſe they live like 
the reſt of the world, or becauſe they 
are people of family or faſhion, are the 
* moſt unſatisfactory ones imaginable, — 
„Even you, with your perſon, talents, 
« and accompliſhments, would be. loſt in 
the crowd; and after all your fatigue 
« in toiling to appear in a conſpicuous 
„light, you would find your recom- 
« pence very inadequate to your labour.— 
On the other hand, in how eligible 
A manner will you be ſituated in an 
« agreeable peaceful retreat, with an 
* amiable girl who places her whole 
* happineſs in your ſociety! By ſuch a 
plan of life, you will, perhaps, draw 
upon you the ſneers of thoſe, whoſe 
pride, vanity, or want of taſte, pre- 
« vents them from enjoying it; but you 
may be aſſured of the ſincere appro- 
« bation of all the ſenſible people of both 
* ſexes,” Did 
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Did ever any mortal,” cried Rivers, 
booking at her, with his eyes ſparkling 
with pleaſure, hear a woman ſufficient- 
« ]y beautiful and accompliſhed to adorn 
a court, ſufficiently witty and wiſe to 
entertain and inſtruct the moſt ſolid, 
and the moſt ſprightly people, plead 
« ſo ſtrongly in favour of retirement? 
But, however proper it may be for 
« Nancy Peyton to be ſecluded from 
«the world, you, madam, cannot think 
« of-burying yourſelf in obſurity.” 

en my opinion now, Rivers,“ ſaid 


ſhe, ſmiling, © a ſecluſion from the 


« world is full as proper for Louiſa 
« Aſhly, as for Nancy Peyton, if ſhe 


could meet with a man attractive e- 


«.nough to make her as much prejudi- 
«% ced in his favour as Nancy is in 
yours. But I verily believe no ſuch 

perſon is exiſting at preſent: at leaſt, 


1 | have 


1 — — 
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J. have not yet met with ſuch a man, 
] am too fond of ſociety to ſhut my- 
« ſelf up in ſolitude, but whenever I 
e meet with a man thoroughly ſuitable 
eto my taſte, I ſhall, if he happens to 
«prefer a rural retreat, very chearfully 
« ruſticate myſelf with him, and bid 
« adieu to the world without a ſigh. 
We cannot love thoſe for whom we 
pretend to have the trueſt affection as 
e ought, if we do not ſnew ourſelves 
ready to ſettle in the ſituation which 
s molt agreeable to them.” 

« Your ſentiments are ſo very delicate, 
« and. refined, madam,” replied he, 
« that your happineſs muſt neceſſarily 
« depend on your meeting with a man 
« of the ſame uncommon way of think- 
ing: and I am afraid there are r 
6 few men deſervin g of your attention.“ 


6 No 


| 
c 
t 
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“No more compliments, Mr. Rivers, 
« —] beg you would put me quite out 
« of the queſtion—Perhaps I have ſpo- 
ken too freely about what does not 
concern me, but I wifh that Nancy 
« Peytorr was happy: there is ſomething 
« inexpreſſibly pleaſing in her.“ 

He ſighed, but made no anſwer. 

The entrance of Mrs. Banks gave a 
quite different turn to the converſation 
for ſome time, during which, Rivers 
appeared unuſually. ſerious, and he was 
ſometimes loſt in a kind of reverie. 

Mrs. Banks, not knowing what had 
paſſed, and being a little jealous of 
Nancy, tho ſhe ſtrove to ſuppreſs her 
envious ſenſations, began to praiſe the 
two girls, and laviſhed particular enco- 
miums on Lucy's perſon. 

Rivers anſwered, ſmiling, that beauty 
was not always as advantageous as It was 

generally 


| 
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_ — 


generally thought to be.— A very wor- 
thy and amiable man,” continued he, 
is, I aſſure you, extremely miſerable 
<« on. Lucy's account.” He then entered 
upon Cropley's character, of whom he 
| ſpoke in the higheſt terms, in the terms 
1 which he deſerved. 
nl Mrs. Banks was ſo pleaſed with the 
1 picture of the exemplary curate, that ſhe 
i intreated Rivers to bring him next day. 
1 Ay, let us ſee him by all means,” 
cried Miſs Aſhly; © I ſhall doat upon 
the converſation of a man in love.” 
“There will then be more men fa- 
« youred with your attention than you 
imagine,“ ſaid Rivers; for a man 
« who is not in love is the moſt ſtupid 
e and inſenſible of all human creatures.” 
« Indeed I think fo,” replied Miſs 
Aſhly; and, therefore, preſume that 
« you are in love yourſelf, Mr. Rivers.” 
Who 


ö 
| 
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« Who I, madam? !] freely confeſs 
« myſelf in love, and hope that if I 
« ramble ſometimes, and talk a little in- 
« coherently, I ſhall meet with your in- 
dulgence.“ 

Mrs. Banks turned pale at this confeſ- 
ſion, and diſovered ſo much agitation, 
that both Miſs Aſhly and Rivers could 
not help perceiving it. 


Lou change colour, my dear; let me 
e fetch you ſome water,” ſ. aid the for- 
mer, running to the ſide-board. 

Rivers ſeized her hand, and by his 
affectionate aſſiduities ſoon recovered 
her. 

She thanked * for the aſſiſtance he 
had given her, but behaved with rather 
more reſerve to him the reſt of the day; 
and when he left her at night, ſhe ſaid to 
her friend, on her enquiring after her 
health, I am actually aſhamed of my- 

Yor. I. F 


« jelf - 
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elf ehen. L. reflect pon the progreſs 
< which, this man has made in my heart. 
„Did I know any thing of him But 
* an utter ſtranger—I muſt Er” | 
« weakneſs.” 4 Kb 0 
Be c ompoſed, ; my * Emilia,” 
ſaid Miſs Aſhly: * I drew from hm. |} ; 
« ſome particulars of his family, in my ; 
« laſt converſation with him, and have. 
« Wr}tien, to London to know if he is 
really the man he pretends to be. I ex- ; 
« pect an anſwer by the next poſt.” 
Mrs. Banks preſſed her friend's hand, 
from gratitude, ; and then, as if recollect- \ 
ing herſelf, cried, © Yet ſuppoſing. he 
proves to be every thing I wiſh, he q 
e can be nothing to me. He has owned I 
= that he is in love, and that Nancy 
00 Peyton i Is his choice, but that he can- 0 
« not marry, her: he has honeſtly owned I 
that he cannot marry a woman without h 
« a for- 
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« frankneſs go unrewarded? Oh! Louiſa! 
« he-cannot be a deceiver; he muſt, un- 
« doubtedly, be the man he lays he | is: 
0 will believe him.“ 144 

Miſs Aſhly ſmiled at the ne of 
her friend, and begged her to wait pa- 
tiently, till the poſt came in. 

On the next day a letter arrived from 
the perſon to whom ſhe had applied for 
n Wen Mr. Rivers, 


To Miſs Aſhly. 
Madam, 

Mr. Edward Rivers, whom you en- 
quire after, is a deſcendant from the 
Rivers's of Suffolk. His father was a 
younger brother of Sir George Rivers, 
poſſeſſed of a handſome eſtate in the 
North Riding of Yorkſhire, who, after 
having given him an univerſity educa- 

F 2 tion, 


an” 
| n and ſhall that honeſty, that 
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tion, died before he had determined up- 


on any profeſſion for him. He left him 
five thouſand pounds, too ſmall a ſum 
for the ſupport of a young man accuſ- 
tomed, from his birth, and from his 
connections to keep genteel company 
without the aſſiſtance of a lucrative em- 
ployment: Mr. Rivers's ſmall fortune, 
therefore, muſt neceſſarily have decreaſ- 
ed in three or four years; yet he has ne- 
ver contracted any debts, nor been guilty 
of any kind of meanneſs: He has only 
been his own enemy, in not endeavouring, 
by application, to improve his talents, 
and by engaging himſelf in ſome advan- 
tageous purſuit, in order to put himſelf 
upon a footing with his friends and ac- 
quaintance. He has not yet been mar- 
ried, nor has he had any ſerious attach- 
ments to my knowledge; he is reckoned 

by both ſexes a very, accompliſhed and 


a very 


e 
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a very ainiable young man.—This is the 
beſt information, Madam, relating to 
Mr. Rivers, I am capable of giving you, 
and I hope it will prove ſatisfactory. 
| I am, Madam, 
| Your very humble ſervant, 

J. GREEN, 


Miſs Aſhly, as ſoon as ſhe had read 
her letter, thought ſhe might venture to 


ſhew it to Mrs. Banks: knowing ſhe 


could depend on the intelligence ſhe had 
received, —She had a high opinion of 
Mr. Green's integrity, which was indeed 
generally. acknowledged, and had found, 


in accidental converſations with Rivers, 
that they were acquainted, ſhe, there- 


fore, carried it in a hurry, to her friend. 
Mrs. Banks read it over and over with 
avidity, and delight. Then, ſuddenly 
2 it down —“ But to what pur- 
F 3 s pole,” 


ſ&* "cried ſhe, © do I now receive 
* by. flattering an account of him Alt is 
too late— He has given his heart to 


Nancy Peyton. Had I ſeen him be- 


fore he knew ber et even then there 
« would have been a thouſand obſtacles. 
« —Yethow ſtrangely do I expoſe myſelf, 
my dear Louiſa,” added ſhe, bluſhing; 
* this is indeed thinking aloud.” 
Should not your thoughts be always 
P open to. your friend, my dear Emilia?” 
aid Miſs Aſhly. 
Why yes,” replied ſhe, after ſome 
heſitation, if they are proper ones: 
and, believe me, my dear Louiſa, mine 
« are ſo: for I ſhall be quite contented 
L in retaining Rivers as a friend; and 
< ſurely a man of his amiable character, 
is capable of being A Tay, Beer 
e 
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am no advocate for your friend- 


« ſhips with handſome young fellows,” 
ſaid Miſs Aſhly; * it is ſafer and bet- 
« ter, I think, to look upon them-as'to- 
vers at once.” L eg ente 
Mrs. Banks. A 0 lighed.— 
When Rivers came next to her houſe, 


_ the, in ſpite of her reſolution to look up- 


on him only as a friend, felt ſenſations 
of a much more tender kind, and found 


it alſo impoſſible to conceal thofe ſenſa 


tions from him, with all her care. 


From a too great fear indeed, of diſco- 


vering what ſhe was moſt deſirous to 
hide, ſhe perpetually betrayed herſelf. 


Rivers, however, exhibited no marks of 


vanity-in conſequence of the partialities 
plainly diſcernible in his favour. - / 
Mrs, Banks could not be pronounced 
handſome, but ſhe was exceſſively _ 
able. She had an elegance, a delicacy in 

1 * F 4 her 
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* 


her, manner. with which, ung. every 
"ma was charmed, | 


While they v were ſiting, o one ie day —— 
dinner, Miſs Aſhly on one fide of her 
friend, and Rivers on the other, at a ta- 
ble covered with fruit, ſome. remarkable 


nectarines attracted the attention of the 


laſt. 


one of the ſervants. 


Mrs. Banks, who choſe not to give 


Rivers any opportunity to be particular 


to her, reached over to another plate 


inſtead of aſking him to give it her. By 


that delicate procedure her fine ſoft arm 
accidentally croſſed his hand which lay 


upon the table. —Hiz whole frame was 


inſtantly agitated. - He ſeized the lovely 
hand, with the fruit in it, and conveyed it, 
in a rapturous manner, to his lips, 


She 


Miſs Aſhly, at that moment, roſe from | 
| her, chair, to read a letter gen. her by 


= 1 1 nenn AM [ ny — rann 
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She coloured; and ſhe trembled: but 
ſhe.trembled with pleaſure, and inſtead 
of being offended, dropped the nectarine 
ſne had in her own hand into 518; he 
caught bers immediately, and held it faſt, 
intreating her both with his tongue, and 
his eyes, but ſtill more eloquently with 
the latter to eat it herſelf, as it was the 
fineſt he had ever ſeen. 

She made no anſwer, but with = 
eyes. Eating was quite out of the queſ- 
Key 0 | 
While they were in theſe attitudes, 
Miſs Aſhly returned. | 

Rivers haſtily relinquiſhed the charm- 
ing hand, the preſſure of which thrilled 
his very ſoul, conſcious of having acted. 
wrong, and Mrs. Banks ſat down. to re- 
flect upon the cauſe of the ſudden change 
in his behaviour. 


F 5 4 
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As nothing more particular happened, 

d fell into chat about the cottage and 
its inhabitants. Liicy, and her ' fover 
Cropley were mentioned among the reſt. 

Rivers ſpoke very highty in praiſe of the 
latter, and Mrs. Banks deſired him to 
bring him to dine with her, adding 
„ will go to-morrow, and afk Mr. 
« Peyton to let his daughters ſpend a 
-« week or two with me..“ 

She kept her word. Peyton thanked 
her for the honour ſhe did him, but told 
her that he could only ſpare one of bis 
daughters at a time. 

Lucy, being the eldeſt, had the com- 
pliment paid her firſr. She was afraid of 
Eaving Delwyn with Nancy, but as ſhe 
had x no fmalt ſhare of vanity, and was 
in hopes of meering with new admirers 
at the manor, ſhe as tempted to leave 
the cottage; and ſhe left it with the leſs 

cee, 


Tax, STORM. 107 


reluctante, 48 Delwyn, aſſyred —3 in a 
whiſper, that he would come and ee her. 
Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly took her 
home with them, tho” they did not like 
her ſo well as Nancy, However, as the 
ſtrove to make herſelf agreeable to them, 
they kad no fault to find with her. 
The next day Rivers carried Cropley 
to the manor; he was exceedingly ſtruck 
with the beauty and vivacity of Miſs, 
Aſhly, but if he had nor been engaged to 
„ he would have thought her far 
.cn him: he only, therefore, gazed, 
liſtened, and admired. , . | 
Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly, both, both, 
looked upon Cropley as a very amiable 
man: the latter ſeeing that his modeſty, 
prevented him from diſcovering number- 
leſs valuable qualities, very good na- 
turedly ſaid every could to en- 
courage him Lach, on the other hand, 
| 1 A. F 6 deter- 
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determining to cruſh all. his hopes at 
once, behaved to him with a reſerve and 


a haughtineſs which, at length, became 


extremely diſguſting He was the more 
diſguſted with her behaviour when he 
compared it with Miſs Aſhly's exceſſive 


affability, who was infinitely her ſuperior 


in every reſpect. 


When. he was 8055 home, the two la- 


dies took Lucy to taſk, and condemned 
her very ſeriouſly for her coldneſs and 
almoſt rudeneſs to ſo agreeable a lover. 


She reddened with anger at their ob- 
ſervations upon her conduct, and aſſured 


them that he had long been, and was 
then her averſion. 


Mrs. Banks told her that it was a a pity. 
ſhe had ever encouraged him, as he was 
not to her taſte.— The woman,” added. 


. ſhe, who flirts with a worthy man, not 
ws  oaly gives bim a great deal of unne- 


4 ceſſary 
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ceſſary pain, but injures her o.]an cha- 
« racter, by taking unbecoming liber- 509 


« ties with him: No. woman can. trifle'/ 


« with a man of merit, without? appear= 


« ing in a diſadvantageous light.“ 
Lucy was ſeverely galled at being 
lectured in ſo familiar a ſtyle by a perſon, 
almoſt a ſtranger to her.— She made no 
replies, however; ſhe only reſolved to 
return to the cottage as ſoon as poſſible. 
When Delwyn came, of whom ſhe ap- 
peared quite fond, ſhe told Mrs. Banks. 
that her father wanted her. 
Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly gladly. 
Þ parted with her, and defired her to tell 
her ſiſter that they would fetch her the 
following day. 
Rivers all this was bao. 
ly circumſpect in his carriage; but he 
clearly perceived that Mrs. Banks's in- 
clination for him rather increaſed. —. 
5 He 
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He ſaw its increaſe with. fone perplexi- 


·y.— c Knew not what to do.—He 


thought Mrs. Banks very amiable, but 


he withed that Nancy: Peyton loved him 


as well. 
When Lucy terurned home, ſhe, hav- 
ing made a. thouſand remarks, on Mrs. 


Banks, and Rivers, told her liter that 


ſhe was certain they were lovers. 5 
Nancy bluſhed, and ſi ghed, but re- 
turned no anſwer: from „ it moment, 
however, ſhe reſolved to conquer, if poſ- 
ſible, all her prepoſſeſſions in favour of 
Rivers. She would, gladly, have declin- 
ed going to the manor, that ſhe might 
not be a witneſs to the felicity of her 
rival ; yet ſhe was afraid of giving of- 
fence to her father: and ſhe was alſo not 
ſorry to be out of the way of Delwyn, 
who had been very ſweet upon her, dur- 
ing the abſence of her ſiſter, and of whom 
5 ſhe 


n 
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he could not have a favourable 6pinion, 


at he plainly __ tus co In urt to 


«15, Je _ 1 


rs.” Banks came for ker, and FO 
iti to know how far the and Rivers 
were en determined to have Bim 
of that, party all the dme ſhe tac ar 
che manor. She ſtopped, therefore, . at 


1 


Jenkins s, to take him up; ;, but ſhe ſaw 


nothing, during. the ride, nor after- 
wards, to make her believe that he had 
any delign upon Nancy. Rivers WAS,, in, 
deed, upon his guard, before Nancy, who, 
having heard, from her ſiſter, that he 


was attached to Mrs. Banks, reſolved to 


conduct herſelf with the greateſt circum- 
ſpection. 


Mrs. "GOA ſecretly pleaſed to ſee 
nothing particular between Rivers and 


Nancy, could not help diſcovering the 


ſatisfaction ſhe felt by redoubling her 
polite- 
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politeneſs to the latter, and her tender 
attentions. to the former, though ſhe was 


not conſcious of the increaſe of thoſe 
attentions. Riyers, who had a great deal 
of penetration, perceived it in a mo- 
ment ; but, imagini that he had al- 
ready gone too far, he reſolved not to 
indulge himſelf in any more liberties; 
and, therefore, "kept up a pretty equi 
behaviour to them both. | 
But an accident which happened to 
Nancy quite diſconcerted him, and forc- 
ed him to ſhew the concern he felt on 
her account. 

They were walking in the park be- 
longing to the manor. Nancy, looking 
after Rivers, who was, at that inſtant, 


112 


talking low to Mrs. Banks, ſtumbled 


- over ſomething which lay in her way. 
Rivers, fancying ſhe was more hurt 


than ſhe really was, looked a good deal 


alarmed, 


l 
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alarmed, and expreſſed ſo much anxiety 
about her, that Mrs. Banks, was thrown , 
into a fit of melancholy. During which, 
ſhe fetched ſo many ſighs, and there was 

ſuch a languour diffuſed over. her. coun- | 
tenance, that he not only. beheld her 
with the tendereſt compaſſion, but found 
himſelf exceedingly intereſted about her, 
and became ſo attentive to her alone, 
Nancy being entirely recovered, that 
the tranquility of her boſom was ſoon, 
in a great meaſure, reſtored. She be- 
gan, however, to imagine that Nancy 
was the only woman he loved; and, 
therefore, reſolved, in her own mind, to 
give him up; nay, more, to conſider of 
ſome methods to facilitate his union 
with the girl whom he, it was very evi- 
dent, preferred to the reſt of her ſex. 
This reſolution, added to the uneaſineſs 
which ſhe could. not. help feeling at ſo 


important 
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im portatt 4 ' ſacrifice; 4threw her into 


frequent reveries, which, as they gave 
her a dejected appearance, affected Riv. 


ers more than any thing ſhe could have 
done to move his Heart, to heighten his 
eſteem and compaſſion for her. Being a 


man of exquifire ſenſibility, he was more 
touched by her dejection, than Re had 
ever been by the brilhancy of beauty, or 
of wit, in ary other woman. He looked 
at her perpetually, and he always felt a 
new ſoftneſs in his heart, after every 
glance fhe-darted at him. He looked 
alſo at Nancy, but he found her, ſeem- 
mgly, not at all affected, never more 
cheerful, never more miſtreſs of herfelf. 
Mrs. Banks, on the contrary, from be- 
ing buried in thought, committed a 
thonſand blunders, ſaid one thing for 
another, and appeared to be attentive 
8 ; who, in order to di- 


vert 
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vert her, propoſed. lictle tmuſicat par- 
a nenn Jf+ 03 eine 
ries, 


One day, on her riſing to go to the 


organ, he took both her hands in his; 


finding them, cold and trembling,. he 


ſaid, with an affectionate tone, I am 
afraid you are not very well: give us 


« leave to entertain yau now, and you 
oy * ſhall, charm us another time,” | i 


"Theſe words, as they were delivered 
in the moſt perſuaſive accents, and ac- 


companied with a gentle preſſure of her 


hand, gave her ſenſations which ſhe had 
not felt till that. inſtant. She thought 
that he deſerved every thing a woman 
could beſtow on him. She Iooked all 
gratitude, and determined to make him 
happy, if poſſible, with Nancy, ſince he 

could not be ſo with ber. Og 
22 chen n returned t to Nancy, * 
he defired t to accompany him with her 
voice. 
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He expected to hear tones not a little 
tremulous, as he imagined, that if ſhe 


really loved him ſhe would not be entire- 


ly unconcerned; but he was miſ— 
taken, ſhe never ſung better i in her life; 
with more ſpirit, more : judgement, more 
taſte. From that inſtant, therefore, he 
became more attached to Mrs. | Banks, 
as he had often been induced to believe 
that a man might be happier with a o- 
man who loved him, than with a woman 
whom be, without a return of his paſſion 
for her, loved; but checked by reflect. 


ing upon his inferiority with regard to 


fortune, and fearful of being thought 
to addreſs her only on mercenary conſi- 
derations, he was extremely at a loſs how 

to act. 
© Nancy, in the mean while, ba to be 
tired of ſeeing Rivers ſo very attentive to 
Mrs. Banks; the never had indeed any 
rea- 


4 
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reaſon to ſuppoſe that he had any ſerious 
thoughts of ber, but his aſſiduities to 
chat lady thoroughly convinced her that 
foe really loved him, and: that he would 
never be any thing to ber. She, there- 
fore, deemed it moſt prudent,” on many, 
on all accounts, to be out of the way of 
ſcenes which ſerved but to multiply her 
diſquietudes. Accordingly, ſhe preſſed 
for her return to the cottage, ich 
urging! her father's want of her. 

Mrs. Banks wiſhed earneſtly for her 
continuance at the manor, but on her 
repeatedly declaring her deſire to go 
home, ſhe conſented to carry her back 
to her father. 


During the abſence of Nancy from 
the cottage, Delwyn had made ſuch a 
uſe of his time that Lucy was quite 
ready to be his, and only wondered that 
in all their interviews he had not once 

men- 


; . 
5 —__ 
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mentioned i the word. marriage. She had, 


alſo, obſerved that- he was never particu : 
lar to her before her father; that he al 


ways endeavoured to take little notice of 


her in bis preſence, or ſtrove. rather. to. 


give an air of unmeaning gallantry: to his 
behaviour: Mr. Peyton, indeed, 'ima- 
gining | that Nancy was his favourite, had 
not taken much notice of his intimacy 


with. Lucy 3 and Cropley, who, at one 
time, only reſtrained himſelf from com- 


plaining of her neglect of him to her fa- 
ther, for fear of having her made uneaſy, 


now forbore to ſpeak from a total diſ- 


like to her carriage, which appeared ſtill 
more exceptionable to him after he had 
ſeen the difference between her and Miſs 
Aſhly. Lucy, therefore, was left to her- 
ſelf, as nobody troubled himſelf about 
her: but Nancy, tho? ſhe had no idea, 
of matters having gone ſo far, thought 

it 
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her duty as a ſiſter ta perſuade her not 
o liſten to Delwyn,,- concluding that, as 
ie was not a proper over for her, he 
duld not be properly encourage by 
ucy. Her ſiſter; however, paid not the 
aft regard to her advice, ſtill belieying 
at it proceeded merely from envy and 
2alouſy : and indeed it is owing to the 
ncouragement of thoſe two: paſſions, 
at many young girls are drawn into 
ifliculties-: and diſtreſſes; from which 
ey ſeldom or never can. extricate them- 
ves; not being able to bear the ſight 
f any girls more admired; beloved, or 
ven better dreſſed than themielves-;: be- 
g puffed up with pride and vanity, 
nd having a ſtrong paſſion for finery and 
drnaments, and feeling a violent deſire 
o outſhine their companions, to ſay no- 
hing of a cordial contempt for every 
ind of uſeful employment, they are 
eaſily 
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eafily conquered! by the firſt man who 
makes them preſents, or who indeed only 
promiſes them fine things to which they 
have no pretenſions, and which are cer. 
tainly not neceſſarily productive of hap- 
ineſs, tho?. they are fooliſhly reckoned 
by numberleſs females as wa ne feli. 
cities of life. 
Such a girl was Lucy Peyton; ſhe had 
an immenſe quantity of pride and vanity 


in her compoſition z i ſhe had never liked 


the retirement- in which ſhe lived : She 
was indulged by her father as much as 
Nancy in all reaſonable pleafures within 
the reach of his little income; yet ſhe 
ſighed for thoſe to which ſhe could not 
rationally raiſe her expectations. While 
ſhe had no hopes of mending her for. 
tune, a lover was the wiſh of her heart, 
and ſhe had really made advances to 
C or he never had diſtinguiſhed 

her 
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her from her ſiſter whom he had for ſame 


time found out to be the moſt deſerving 


of the two. He was too much charmed 
with Lucy's beauty, and the liberties 
ſhe had encouraged. him to take with 
her before ſhe became acquainted with 


Delwyn, to give her up, at firſt, without 


regret, but her behaviour to this new 
admirer, the converſations in which he 
had been engaged with Rivers, and par- 
ticularly the beauty, vivacity, and affa- 
bility of Miſs Afhly, produced a conſi- 
derable change in him; in conſequence 
of which he began to think that he was 
quite as well without her, as a woman of 
ſuch a diſpoſition, would, he imagined, 
juſtly enough, make a very indifferent 
wife to any body, eſpecially to a man 
who was under a neceſſity of living 
with the greateſt ceconomy, 
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Lucy, having a taſte for all kinds of 
expenſive pleaſures, liſtened greedily to 
every fine ſpeech which Delwyn addreſſ⸗- 
ed to her, and particularly to his ac- 
counts of the various diverſions which 
London perpetually afforded; a place, 
in which ſhe never had reſided long 
enough to enjoy many of its amuſe- 
ments; ſhe, therefore, wiſhed, with re- 
doubled ardour, well knowing that they 
would be perfectly ſuitable to her taſte, 
to be in the midſt of them. 

To London, Delwyn, began one day 
eagerly to perſuade her to accompany 


him: — Her reply was, that ſhe had no 


objection to a removal from the cottage 
with him, if he conſented to marry her. 
Delwyn not having expected ſo home 
a thruſt from this country -coquette, 
was not a little diſconcerted: For ſome 
time he returned no anſwer: During 
that 
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« of the nature you mention to your fa- 
8 ther, had it ever been in my power; 
« but I, alſo, have a father, tho' he is 
not, at preſent, in England; and it is 
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£ that pauſe he was conſidering how he 
- ſhould parry the blow. 14711 i 
; „My dear Lucy,” ſaid he, at laſt, i 
4 « you may be aſſured that I ſhould, 1 
f « Jong ere now, have made a propoſal i 
7 | 1 
1 


4 e impoſſible for me to think of marrying 
N « you, as I am certain of his diſappro- 
e bation if 1 do not marry a lady with 

f « a large fortune: however, if you will 
| put yourſelf under my protection, 
| « and truſt to my honour, I ſwear by 
f all that's dear to me, to marry you 
K privately as ſoon as we get to London.” 
; To this ſpeech the lady immediately 
rephed, © London is not the place now, 
* fir, you know, for private marriages.” 
G 2 «* To 
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To Edinburgh then we will go 
&« firſt,” anſwered he, it is all the 
« ſame to me.” 

Well,“ replied ſhe, provided my 
c father, ſiſter, Mr. Rivers, and Mr. 
<« Cropley are preſent, I have no objec- 
&« tion.” 

«© Umph—You cannot call that a 
private marriage,” ſaid the lover, 
* when ſo many witneſſes are preſent, — 
If you can venture to put a confidence 
in all theſe people, I cannot; if my 
father ſhould hear of my taking ſuch 
* a ſtep without his knowledge, he 
« would, I am ſure, diſinherit me imme- 
% diately, and if I have not a fortune to 
“ ſupport you in affluence, you will be 
% worle off than you are at preſent.” 

This laſt objection, being artfully 
thrown in, ſtaggered her a little: She 
had neither virtue enough to endeavour 


to 
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to prevail on a ſon not to diſobey his 
father on her account, nor love enough 
for that ſon to wiſh to ſhare his little all 
with him, and to make his life with that 
little as comfortable as poſſible, in re- 
turn for his being reduced to it for her 
ſake. In ſhort, ſhe wanted the money 


more than the man. Delwyn, therefore, 


by degrees, induced her to conſent. to go 
to Scotland with him, by herſelf, farit, 
from which they were at no great diſ- 
tance, to be married afterwards, then to 
ſet out for London, and to remain con- 
cealed there till he could be at liberty, 


either by gaining his father's approba- 


tion of what he had done, or by his 
death, to own her, publickly, for his wife. 

This plan of operations being agreed 
to, he inſiſted upon her making not the 


leaſt mention of his ſcheme on any ac- 


count whatever to Rivers, and upon her 
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giving him no reaſon to ſuſpect it. She, 
at length, promiſed to comply with his 
demands. 

Rivers now began to think of return- 
ing to town, and yet his ſituation was 
very agreeable, for tho' he had no de- 
ſign, of any kind, on Nancy, at that 


time, he took a pleaſure in ſeeing her, 


and hearing her; nor was he by any means 
indifferent about Mrs. Banks, from 
whoſe company, as a friend, he received 


great ſatisfaction; yet he thought it 


would be prudent to break off his ac- 
quaintance with a woman who could 


not behold him without ſtrong emotions 


in his favour; he was alſo loth to leave 
old Peyton, with whom he had ſpent 
many agreeable hours. All things con- 


fidered, however, he imagined it would 


be better to return to London, eſpecially 
7 5 as 
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as the winter ſeaſon, the ſeaſon for en- 


tertainment there, approached. T7 

When. he had determined upon his 
journey, he aſked Delwyn if he intended 
to ſettle in Derbyſhire: or if he had any 
thoughts. of going to London. 

« Time paſſes away very — 
« here,” ſaid Delwyn: © I am in no 
« hurry to remove.“ 


Delwyn made this anſwer in order to 


blind Rivers, and to prevent his haſten+ 
ing their return to London, that he 
might have more time to carry his des 
ſign into execution. Accordingly, he 
told Lucy that he ſhould ſtay no longer 
than the Tueſday following, and defired 
ber to prepare for her decampment as 
ſoon as. poſſible, without letting her fa- 


her, or her ſiſter, or any body know of 
it, as he was certain, that if Mr. Peyton: 


became acquainted with their inteny 
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tions, he would fruſtrate them effectu- 
ally. 

Lucy was all compliance, and pre- 
pared, without the lighteſt compunc- 
tion, to leave a father who had always 
treated her with the greateſt indulgence ; 
to leave a ſiſter who had behaved to her 
in a manner uncommonly affectionate, 
and who had never diſcovered the ſmall- 
eſt jealouſy, or ill- humour at the pains 


ſhe took to ſupplant her. Lucy, in- 


deed, by having drawn Delwyn from 
her ſiſter, enjoyed conſiderable pleaſure. 
She now fully believed that ſne was on 
the point of being the wife of a gen- 


tleman who would carry her to London, 
\ - "where ſhe ſhould appear in all public 
places, ſee every thing, and be admired 


by every body, have a variety of fine 


cloaths, and look infinitely handſomer 


in tbem, than in any ſhe had yet worn, 
. | be 
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be the firſt in every faſhion, and even be 
of ſufficient conſequence to bring up a 
faſhion of her own. She now fully be- 
lieved that ſhe was going to enjoy all 
this kind of felicity in London, and ſhe 
thought of nothing elſe: ſhe was almoſt 
intoxicated with her flattering expecta- 
tions. Delwyn, himſelf, however, was 
not totally over-looked by her, while ſhe 
dwelt with a delirious ſatisfaction on her 
future proſpects : he was a handſome 


young fellow, and ſhe found ſhe was 


not in the leaſt averſe to his endearments: 
yet, in her opinion, one handſome young 
fellow was as well as another: ſhe had 
no idea of that ſentimental luxury felt 
by them who are more attached to the 
hearts of thoſe whom they love than to 
their perſons. To be furniſhed with all 
the pleaſures of life—(generally ſo called 
but called ) to be well dreſied, 

G5 and 


and much admired, were her principal | 


wiſhes, and without the full gratification 
of thoſe wiſhes, ſhe. felt herſelf hardly 
able to bear the load of exiſtence—She 
was quite fit Wanne e fooliſh . 
lady. 

- How widely diforent was Lucy fins 
her fiſter Nancy! She, an equally duti- 
ful and affectionate daughter, would 
have been wretched at the departure-from 
her father without his conſent, to marry 
the man whom ſhe loved; whom the loved 
not for any thing he had, ſhe imagined, 
to beſtow upon her, but merely for his 
exalted underſtanding, great good na- 
ture, and winning manners, to ſay no- 
thing of his charming voice, and of his 
muſical and other elegant accompliſh- 
ments, which had ſo endeared him to her, 
that had he declared he wiſhed to be 
| * ſhe would not only haye gladly 
a : accepted 


— 
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accepted of him, with ever ſo ſmall a 
fortune, ſhe would nat only have lived 
retired for him alone, and have endea- 
youred to increaſe that little by her fru- 


gality, in the management of his do- 


meſtic affairs, ſne would even rather 
have worked with her needle, or follow- 
ed any decent employment to make an 
addition to their ſtock Such were the 
ſentiments of this amiable girl, who pre- 
ferred ſimplicity in dreſs, to finery, neat- 
neſs to ; ornament, and privacy to pa- 
rade; but Rivers was not acquainted 
with them: had he been acquainted with 
them, he would, probably, have ſettled, 
himſelf contentedly in a private ſtation, 
and have thought himſelf ſupremely bleſt 
in che poſſeſſion of fo deſirable a girl, 
who could be at once, the exemplary 
wife, the entertaining miſtreſs, and the 
eſtimable friend: but not being ſenſible 

G 6 of 
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of the intereſt which he had in her heart, 
and actuated alſo by motives both juſt 
and humane; (as he was not willing to 
injure her by an offer of his hand, while 
he doubted whether he ſhould be ſatiſ- 
fied with the ſituation of life neceſſarily 
to be entered into, if he married a wo- 
man without a fortune, or with a very 
ſmall one) being alſo hurt by ſeeing 
Mrs. Banks anxious and uneaſy upon his 
account, he could not bring himſelf to 
Increaſe her uneaſineſs and anxiety, by 
addreſſing another woman, before her 
face in a manner: though he did not look 
upon himſelf as entitled to make any ſe- 
rious propoſals to her, he conſidered his 
removal from the place where he was, 
and his return to London, as the moſt 
eligible ſtep he could take. 
To make Delwyn think as be did 
There was the difficulty: yet upon ſe- 
| cond 
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cond thoughts Could he not go with- 
« out Delwyn? There was certainly no 
« reaſon. for his waiting for him; as they 
came out together only upon a party 
« of pleaſure, each of them was free 
« to act moſt agreeably to his inclina- 
tion.“ He, therefore, firſt told Del- 
wyn of his intentions to ſet out in a 
couple of days at fartheſt. | 1 
Delwyn made no objection to his 
friend's departure, as he thought it would 
favour his ſcheme, but when he men- 
tioned his leaving the North, to Peyton, 
the good old man diſcovered che „ e 
regret. 

Nancy, who happened to fi by turn- 
ed pale. 


« I knew I could not expect to keep» 


« you always,” -cried the father, © but I 
have long known that I ſhould be ſor- 


ry when you left us.” 
15 Nancy, 
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Nancy, ſtriving to ſuppreſs a ligh, let 
her work fall. 
Rivers took it up; and, 1 in giving it 
to her, their eyes met. The EGS tear 


was in hers, 51 to 11:53 2116 7 
What's the matter, dz wid 
Mr. Peyton. 


| Rivers looked the cungquetion; and in 


the tendereſt manner, but ſaid nothing. 


She i 1 have Fetched men fn. 
21 «-ger 175 F 
Rivers juſt chen believed hes, though 
be certainly would have ſuſpected the 


truth of her anſwer, if he had more nar- 
rowly obſerved her. 


From the cottage he went to nin, 


as he was the only converſible man, near 
His wn age, whom he had met with, in 
that part of the country. 

Cropley lamented his appwocking 


journey exceedingly, To give him alt 
the 


ſhe did not find the room too hot, and 


Tut STORM, 135 


the conſolation in his power, Rivers 
carried him to Mrs. Banks's. 

- There the poor curate drank large 
draughts of love from Louiſa's eyes, 
while Mrs. Banks was loſt in a tranſport 
of pleaſure, looking at, and liſtening to, 
his companion. 

When Rivers, towards the ne 
of the afternoon, hinted at his return to 
London, the amiable neee an an 
uſual tremor. 

Miſs Aſhly ſcreamed. © | 

Cropley leant gently forward, w fob * 
ſhe was really ſo mann 
appeared to be. 

It was a very ſerious affair to Mrs. 
Banks; ſhe was quite oppreſſed; the 
could hardly breathe. ig 

Rivers, who ſaw, with concern, ow 
much ſhe was agitated, aſked her if 


if 


16 Tah 38 rox x. 


if the air of the garden would not be 
more agreeable to her. 

She roſe, ſcarce 1 what he 
ſaid, Tt 

He followed her, nd offered her his 
arm to lean upon. She accepted of it; 
he conducted her to a ſeat, and gave 
her an Eau de Luce bottle. 

She then began to recover a little, id 
with a languiſhing tone, ſaid, You are 
determined to leave us, are you?“ 

I had no thoughts of continuing in 
« the north, when I came into it,” repli- 
ed he, nor ſhould I have remained 
here half ſo long, but to enjoy the 
e pleaſure of your acquaintance, which I 
« ſhall relinquiſh with the greateſt re- 
« oret.” 

Why need you leave us?” anſwer- 
ed ſhe, with down-caſt looks and a timid 
voice, 

Suddenly, 


be 
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Suddenly, raiſing her eyes, ſhe added, 
in the ſofteſt accents, * Why muſt you 
ego yet? We ſhall go to London in 
« January : ſtay till then, and we IE 
« all go together.“ 

It is impoſſible,” —ſaid Rivers: but 


he ſpoke thoſe few words very faintly 


and as if he wiſhed to recall them: to 
blunt the edge of his refuſal, he ad- 
ded— 
4 But we ſhall meet again in Lon- 
« don, if you intend' to be in town fo 
« early in the ſpring. I ſhall then have 
* an opportunity to let you ſee that I 
can never forget the favours I have 
received from you, madam.” 
Mrs. Banks, rather piqued at his re- 
fuſal, but unwilling to diſcover her e- 
motions upon the occaſion, was ſilent: 
ſne endeavoured to hide the concern which 
ſne could not help feeling; yet it ap- 
Js peared 


peared. in a ſoft, and not unpleaſing me- 
| lancholy diffuſed over all her features. 
_ That tender dejection made Rivers 
ſorry for having given the ſlighteſt diſ- 
quiet to the woman who loved him, he 
found, too fincerely, to know how to 
part with. him. 07! Wi Satt 

Miſs Aſhly and Cate now joined 
them: the former pulled Rivers by the 
ſleeve; and while the latter talked with 
Mrs. Banks, rallied him upon his being 
in ſuch a hurry to go to I. ondon.— But 
ꝝquſeeyqu ate of conſequence,” added 
the, laughing, and fo you are deter- 
+ mined to make people feel it. 

Moſt other men would have put # 
conſtruction upon her ſpeech very fa- 
vourable to themſelves; but Rivers had 
not the ſmalleſt particle of a coxcomb 
in him.— He was really hurt both at 

44 
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his going, and ſtill more at Mifs Aſh- 
ly's ſuppoſing he could be mean enough 
to triumph over her diſturbance on his 
account. He, therefore, replied, < In- 
« deed you wrong me. I never thought 
«* myſelf of any conſequence ; it is my 
« misfortune that I am not.” 

The humility with which - he uttered 
thoſe words, the agreeable diffidence 
with which he mentioned himſelf, at the 
ſame time accompanied ſeemingly with 
a ſecret wiſh to be in a ſtation ſufficient 
to authorize him to take advantage of 
Mrs. Banks's partiality in his favour, 
made Miſs Aſhly think him more amia- 
ble than he had yet appeared to her: 
and ſhe could not forbear faying You 

© may have too indifferent an opinion of 
* yourſelf, Rivers; though that is a 


WW ir may properly be called 
one 
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4 one - not often to be met with among 
4 men.” 2 

Rivers made no reply, he only an- 
ſwered with a bow; for Mrs. Banks in- 
ſtantly turned about to demand a con- 
firmation of ſomething which Cropley 
had been telling her. She was, indeed, 
ſo anxious about his going, that ſhe wiſh- 
ed for an opportunity to perſuade him 
to ſtay, though ſhe was convinced, at the 
fame time, of the impropriety of ſuch 
a proceeding. But where is the woman 
who can, when ſhe is violently in love, 
ſquare her conduct by the niceſt rules of 
propriety ? 

Mrs. Banks lingered behind, and wait- 
ed with the utmoſt impatience, as well 
as diſquiet, to fpeak upon a ſubject in 
which her heart was deeply intereſted; 
but ſhe found not a ſingle moment, for 
wii 32 as 
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as ſoon as they returned to the houſe, 
Rivers, after having thanked her again, 
for her exceſſive kindneſs to him, and 
wiſhed both her and Miſs Aſhly health 
and happineſs till their arrival in Lon- 
don, went away with Cropley. He 
went immediately to Peyton's, and bade 
him adieu; telling Delwyn alſo that he 
could not wait for him any longer— 
« ] ſuppoſe,” continued he, you will 
« follow me to town.” | 

Delwyn ſmiled, and ſaid, he ſhould 
not think of quitting a place, and leav- 
ing people ſo thoroughly agreeable to 
him, till he was abſolutely obliged to 
return to London. 

Rivers then took leave of Lucy and 
Nancy: he made no difference in his be- 
haviour to them, he only looked rather 
more earneſtly at the latter than the 
former, who ſtrove to aſſume a chear- 

fulneſs, 
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fulneſs, in oppoſition to her feelings.— 
The next morning he ſet off for Lon. 
don. 

Delwyn ſecretly rejoiced at bis depar- 
ture, and, in a few days afterwards, 
planned every thing for his on remo- 
val, having a poſt-chaiſe waiting at the 
next village. He met Lucy in a field 
at a little diſtance, to which ſhe could 
eaſily go unobſerved in the morning, and 
they were out of the reach of a purſuit 
ſome time before they were miſſed. 

As ſoon as the poor old man found 
that his daughter had really left him in 
a clandeſtine manner, he complained, in 
the moſt pathetic terms, of the ill re- 


turn Delwyn had made for the friendly 


reception he had given him, by ſeducing 
his daughter, it being concluded by every 
body, that they were gone together, ſome 
of the farmer's men having ſeen her 


run 
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run to him, and ſeen him put at into 
a poſt-chaile. 
| Peyton diſpatched a man and horſe 
after the fugitives, and in the -exceſs of 
his grief, aceuſed Rivers of being acceſ- 
ſory to the ruin of his child, nor could 
Nancy exculpate him from her' father's 
aſperſions, prejudiced as ſne was in his 
favour, but ſincerely joined with him, 

in lamenting her ſiſter's indiſcretion. 
Cropley, the moment he heard of Lu- 
cy's flight, haſtened to Mr. Peyton, and 
expreſſed the greateſt concern at it: but 
his concern was entirely that of a friend; 
love had not the leaſt ſhare in it. 

Peyton continued, in- the bitterneſs of 
his ſorrow, to inveigh againſt Rivers, 
affirming that he muſt either have aſſiſt- 
ed her to eſcape, or elſe have connived 
at it: but Cropley warmly undertook 
his defence. — I am ſure,“ ſaid he, 

6 that 


by = bog = 


244 Tris STORM. 


that he is not the kind of man you 
« believe him to be; no man in the 
« world can have a ſtronger diſlike to 
% any. ſuch proceedings : bur I will 
« ſet out immediately to the manor, 
« and aſk the ladies there, if they know 
« to what part of the town he is gone, 
<« that I may be able to procure ſome 
4 intelligence from him relating to Del. 
'« wyn.” 

To the manor he went, without de. 


lay. 


Mrs. Banks and Miſs Afhly were 
found by him, in a very penſive hu- 
mour, not having recovered their ſpi- 
rits ſince the departure of Rivers. 

They received him with much good- 
nature, as well on account cf his own 
merit, as for his having been ſo ſtrongly 
recommended by Rivers, whom he in 
no ſhape accuſed of having been inſtru- 

mental 
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mental to Lucy's elopement with his 
friend; he only ſaid, that if he could be 
met with, he might, poſſibly, be able 
to give ſome account of Del Wynn. 
Mrs, Banks and Miſs Aſhly, both, 
ſtarted, and changed colour at the infor- 
mation they received: they had never 
liked Delwyn ſo well as Rivers, but | 
were ſorry to find one of his friends &a. 
pable of ſo criminal an action, as the ſe. 
duction of a virtuous young woman 
from her parents: an action, in their We 
nion, uinpardonable.” oF 
They looked at each other: they were 
loth to ſpeak ; yet each feared that Ri- 
vers might have formed a deſign, equally 
to be condemned, againſt Nancy, though 
he had quitted that part of the country, 
Mrs. Banks was particularly anxious, 
and aſked a great many queſtions about 
Vor. I. H Nancy, 
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Nancy, and wanted to know if ſbe had 
any ſuſpicions of her ſiſter's intentions. 

Copley aſſured them that ſhe, had 
not, and. that ſne nn e a- 

" They told 7 that thiy had Page 
Rivers ſpeak of lodging in Bond-ſtreet, 
aud that they thought it would be very 
proper to write to him, to deſire him to 
make all the enquiry he could concern. 
ing the unhappy affair. 

Mrs. Banks then ordered her coach 
to go to Mr. Peyton's, whom ſhe. pi- 


tied exceedingly, and took e e 


with Miſs Aſhly. 


They found Nancy in tears, ang 


every thing ſhe could think of to com- 
fort her father, to whom Mrs! Banks 


addreſſed herſelf in the kindeſt, gentleſt 


manner, and endeavoured to leſſen his 


affiction. She and Miſe. Athly alſo. 


4 queſtioned 
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queſtioned Nancy very cloſely, and in 
ſpite of the ſuſpicions which jealouſy oc 


caſioned, had the greateſt reaſon to be- 


lieve that ſhe did not deſerve them. 
Cropley, in the mean time, wrote to 
Rivers. 
The perſon whom Mr. Peyton had 
ſent in ſearch of his daughter and Del- 
wyh, now returned, and informed him 


that he had purſued them to Edinburgh, 


but that he arrived too late, as they had 
left it, and ſet out for London; adding, 
however, that from what he could learn, 
two ſuch people had been married on the 
morning of his arrival. | | 
This additional intelligence relating to 
his daughter's marriage, calmed in ſome 


meaſure, the good father's agitated mind, 


tho? he could not help wiſhing that ſhe 
had acted in an open manner, and ſtayed 
to receive e Delwyn from his hands: Yet 

H 2 as 


25& Tux STORM: 


a5 he had always imagined that Nancy 
was the girl whom Delwyn addreſſed, he 
began to think he had, in conſequence 


of being aſhamed of his volatile pro- 


ceedings, choſen to conceal his deſigns. 
<* I with, however,” added he, with a 
ſigh; © that the girl may be happy with 


<2 man capable of ſuch double dealing.“ 


Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly looked 


ſurpriſed. The former ſaid, —*< I did not 


« know, my dear Miſs Nancy, that Mr. 
„ Delwyn had ever been your lover; I 


' « thought you had only made a conqueſt 


« of Mr. Rivers.” 

Nancy bluſhed exceſſively. 

Her father exclaimed What! more 
„ riddles? I did not know that Rivers 
« pretended to either of you.” +» 

To me, he never did,” replied ſhe, 


tho? in great confuſion, 


« Well, 
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„ Well, my dear Nancy,” ſaid Mrs, 
Banks, but you would not be ſorry, if 
« he did.” 1 0, nend 

This little ſpeech quite diſconcerted 
her. She hung her head, but made no 
reply. 

Mrs. Banks was very ſorry ſhe had 
ſaid any thing to put her out of counte- 
nance. To,make her amends, ſhe kindly 
invited her to come, and ſtay with her; 
but Nancy excuſed herſelf by declaring 
that ſhe could not think of leaving, her 
father, | 

] was juſt going to inſiſt upon his 
“giving us his company allo,” ſaid Mrs. 
Banks. 

She, accordingly, took a great deal of 
pains to perſuade Mr. Peyton to ſpend 
ſome time with her at the manor, ima- 
gining that a change of place would be 
of ſervice to him, and prevent him from 


H 3 giving | 
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giving way to melancholy thoughts 
about his daughter, but he begged to be 
excuſed with ſo much earneſtneſs that ſhe 
left him, with a promiſe however, to come 
and ſee them again. Then, deſiring 
Cropley to let her know the moment he 
heard from Rivers, ſhe returned home. 


Delwyn and Lucy had, by this time, 


reached the laſt ſtage, on their way to 
London; finding himſelf unmoleſted he 
propoſed reſting at a village about three 
miles from the capital, and proceeding 
at leiſure afterwards. He wanted, in- 
deed, to conſider a little how to diſpoſe 
of a girl who, tho? vain and thoughtleſs, 
had been ſufficiently artful to get him to 
marry her, notwithſtanding all the at- 
tempts he had made to prevail on her 
not to ſtand upon that ceremony, and he 
had, at laſt, complied with her requeſt, 

EE | on 
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on her conſenting to have che martng 
kept private. | V 
While Delwyn was conſidering n 
to place her moſt conveniently out of the 
reach of obſervation, Rivers received 
Cropley's letter. The intelligence it con- 
tained did not appear incredible to him, 
tho* he had not juſt then thought about 
it; but on the curate's mentioning the 
great diſtreſs of Mr. Peyton, and Nancy, 
and the ſincere concern of Mrs. Banks; 
and Miſs Aſhly, occaſioned: by Delwyn's 
breach of hoſpitality, and'binting too, 
tho* ſlightly, and with delicacy, that 
they hoped he had no hand in fo unjuſti- 
fiable a ſcheme, he deemed it incumbent . 
on him to return to the North, and an- 
ſwer all the queſtions to be propoſed. 
Motives ' ſtill more powerful impelled 
him to return to the people who had ren- 


dered themſelves ſo agreeable to him. 
 Hz4 'Mr, 


15:2 TuT STORM. 


Mr. Peyton, with no ſmall ſurprize, 
po enter his parlour one day, hav- 
ing imagined that he was at a conſider- 
able diſtance from the cottage. 
Rivers really loved, and pitied both 

eee, his daughter, and tho' equal- 

ly innocent and ignorant of Delwyn's in- 
tentions with regard to Lucy. looked 
upon himſelf, as he had been his com- 
panion in the tour, in the light of an ac- 
complice. He, therefore, earneſtly wiſh- 
ed that it was in his power to reſtore 
Lucy, uninjured in her perſon, and in her 
reputation, to her family. 

Fenn. deaf to all that had been urg- 
unmoved:. In a tone which ſeemed partly 
to accuſe, and partly to acquit him, he 
cried, * Oh! Mr, Rivers, I have loſt my 
child; and your friend is the man. who 
Shas ſeduced her from me. 
NES 3 Nancy 
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Nancy ſaid nothing, but her looks, 
ſtrongly expreſſive of grief, ſufficiently 
diſcovered what ſhe felt on her father's, 


and on her ſiſter's account. 


Rivers, concerned for ain both, fit 
employed himſelf to ſoothe Mr. Peyton, 
and ſoon convinced him that he was en- 
tirely ignorant of Delwyn's 1 upon 
his daughter. 


„ But who is he? what is he; py cried. 


Peyton : © If he is a worthy man, if he 
is able to keep a wife, why this 
e ſtrange, unneceſſary concealment of 
his deſigns? Surely a father ſnould be 
« conſulted about the diſpoſal of his 
child; and ſo truly had I the welfare 
« of mine at heart, that I ſhould readily 
<« have cloſed with any proper overtures. 
<« But tell me, tell me honeſtly, who this 
« Delwyn is.” 
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His family are in Ireland,” ſaid 
Rivers, and I know few particulars 
«relating to him. Happening to lodge 
<« in the ſame houſe with me, he ſought 
my acquaintance.— He appeared and 
* behaved like a gentleman, and kept 
company only with people of charac- 
* ter, many of whom ſcrupled not to aſ- 
c ſociate with him, as his converſation 
< was agreeable. When the town began 
to grow empty, we not chuſing to be 
« left in the heat and the duſt, and find- 
ing the watering places too expenſive, 
thought on various ſchemes for the 
* enjoy ment of the ſummer.— On my 
propoſing at laſt to take a view of the 
4 ſeveral parts of England which we 
had not ſeen, he approved of my plan. 
Wi then ſet out for the North,” to 
„ which we were both ſtrangers. In loſ- 
ing ourſelves upon the moor, on the 
ET « tem- 
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« tempeſtuous night you cannot Have 
$ forgotten, we met with the moſt ho- 
- « ſpitable reception from you? ex- 
t « ceedingly'am I concerned to'find that 
d “ Delwyn has proved himſelf ſo unde- 
t « ſerving of it; but 7 ſhall ever re- 
- member it with the warmeſt grati- 
| « tude. Had I, in the leaſt, imagined 
n e that he intended to carry what I look- 
n « ed upon merely as gallantry — as 1 
e « ſaw him make his addreſſes to both 
1 4 your daughters —ſo far, I ſhould have 
e certainly endeavoured to prevent it; 
ie but I could then only have informed 
y | © you of my diſcovery, and, I do not 
* « believe, that my imformation would 
„e | © have hindered your daughter | from 
n. « eloping with him.“ 

to Poor infatuated girl! T? 
{- « Be comforted, ſir, continued Ri- 
ne vers; © you have ſtill an excellent child 
N- H 6 « left 
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< left in your Nancy; let ber duty and 


4 affection ſupport you under this ſevere 
trial, while we endeavour to find out 


Pelwyn, who has not yet been at his 


„apartments in London, to learn his 


< motives for ſo irregular a proceeding, 


< and ta take the propereſt methods to 


make him marry Miſs Peyton legally, 
and to ſecure ſome proviſion for her, 
in caſe of accidents,” 


Rivers ſpoke in ſo mild, ſo affection: 
ate, ſo, ſincere, ſo ſoothing a manner, 
that the worthy old Gentleman received 
great conſolation, and preſſed his hand 
from the eagerneſs of his gratitude. 
Nancy bluſhed her thanks, and dried 
her eyes, which looked more tenderly on 
Rivers, than they had yet done; but 
when, on being intreated by Mr. Peyton 
to ſtay, he replied, I muſt go and ſee 
Mrs. Banks as ſoon as poſſible; —all 

| the 
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the ſmiles which began to play on Nan- 
cy's face, diſappeared : a ſudden cold- 


neſs ſtiffened every feature, and ſhe ſcarce 
made a reply to any thing which he ſaid 
to her, while he remained at the cot- 
tage. 154 25 
As ſoon as he was gone, ſhe reſolved 
to think of him no more than of a 


ſtranger, of a man totally indifferent to 


her. Let my ſiſter's example be a 
warning to me, never to encourage a 
<« propenſity to like a man who diſcov- 


« ers no inclination for me, or who may 
« tempt me, by a pretended preference, 


to ſwerve from the duty I owe my fa- 
<« ther, my ſiſter, and myſelf.” 

From that hour ſhe determined to ſup- 
preſs, as much as poſſible, all ſenſations 
which ſhe felt in favour of Rivers; 
though ſhe, at the ſame tune, was pain- 
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fully ſenſible of the _— of con- I 
cealing them. 
In his way to the manor, Rivers call- C 
ed on Cropley. The moment he entered 
| the hall, Mrs, Banks and Miſs Aſhly ſ | 
ran to meet him; the former ſaying to 
the latter, Now I am ſure he is inno- 
* cent: how handſomely has he behav- 
10 « ed, by taking ſuch a journey, on pur- 
« poſe to clear up this affair!“ 
| Theſe were her ſentiments before ſhe 
ſpoke to him; and when ſhe had heard all 
he had , ſhe was an. more attach- 
ed to him. 
She thanked ping for i fo far 
about an affair which had given them a 
| good deal of uneaſineſs. 
| He told her, in anſwer, that he could 
| not hear of the troubles of Mr. Pey- 
ton, and his family, without wiſhing to 
| albord them all the relief in his power, 


| nor 


\ 
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nor bear che thoughts of loſing the fa- 
vourable opinion they had hitherto, 


apparently, entertained of him. 


There is no fear of the loſs of it,“ 


ſaid Mrs. Banks, with a voice ſoftened 


almoſt to tenderneſs. Vou rather riſe 


* in ur eſteem, and ſhall not hurry 


« back directly; your preſence. cannot 


be immediately ſerviceable: we were 


< Joth to part with you before; and, as 
you have been fo obliging as to return 
to us, we will not let "98 80 in 
<« haſte? ? 1 

Rivers ſeemed to thank her for her 
politeneſs to him, with a motion of his 
head, but opened not his hps. 

She was not a little diſturbed at his 
ſilence : ſhe was, in fact, exceedingly 
alarmed, leſt he ſhould, by interfering 
in Delwyn's affair, be engaged in a duel. 


She trembled with apprehenſion, and diſ- 
covered 
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covered an anxiety, during the remain- 
der of the day, which was perceptible 
to every body, eſpecially to the perſon 
who was moſt intereſted in it, and -who 
could not feel himſelf diſpleaſed with a 
woman for loving him, particularly, as 
ſhe ſhewed her tenderneſs, in a manner, 
winning, beyond expreſſion. Had Nancy 
diſcovered. the ſame affection for him, he 
would have been tranſported with joy ; 
but as her heart appeared to ſay no- 
thing in his favour, why ſhould he not 
properly liſten to the woman who ac- 
tually did love him, who loved him too 
ſincerely to be able to diſguiſe her incli- 
nation ? But then the difference in their 
circumſtances What moſt young fel- 
lows, ſituated like him, would have 
catched at eagerly, would have endea- 
voured to ſecure in a hurry, made him 
doubtful, wavering, and undetermined. 


8 TRL, In r 
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In ſhort, Rivers had both honour and de- 
licacy: the former, he believed, would 
not authorize his ſoliciting a woman, 
oreatly his ſuperior in fortune, to give 


him her hand : the latter, he imagined, 


would not permit him to let a woman 
pine away her hours in a ſtate. of the 
moſt mortifying uncertainty, about a 
man to whom her alliance would be ſo 
very advantageous: yet, as he could not 
decently make the propoſal, his buſineſs, 
he thought, was to encourage her to fur- 
niſh him with all favourable opportuni- 
ties, His firſt deſign, however, was to 
enquire after Delwyn, to endeavour 
to hear, from his mouth, the plan of his 
conduct with regard to Lucy; and to 
ſettle the peace of the Peyton family.— 
But Mrs. Banks by her tender behaviour, 
interrupted him: his ſenſibility was very 


much tried by it. Mis Aſhly too, find- 


* 


\. 
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ing herſelf uncommonly intereſted about 
him, and feeling at the ſame time, for 
her friend, expreſſed herſelf 1 in the moſt 
obliging-terms. 

Rivers, indeed, diſcovered ſo much 
compaſſion for the Peytons, ſo much 
abhorrence at Delwyn's artful behaviour, 
and fo much reſpectful, yet tender at- 
tention to Mrs. Banks, that Louiſa 
could no longer wonder at her friend. 
She began, herſelf, to think him the 
moſt agreeable man ſhe had ever ſeen. 
At Mrs. Banks's requeſt, Rivers did 
not return to farmer Jenkins, but ſlept 
at the manor. She was, in fact, afraid to 
truſt him out of her ſight, being ſtrongly 
apprehenſive of a rencontre between him 
and Detwyn. They had great reaſon, 
indeed, to believe that he was far diſtant, 
yet ſne preſſed him to ſtay with ſuch 
earneſtneſs, and ſhewed ſo many fears 


for 


Tur STORM 183 
for his ſafery, that he could not « deny 
her 1 intreaties, tho” he was not quite ſure 
whether he ought. to have complied with 
them. She certainly grew more pleaſ- 
ing the more he converſed with her, but 
he was afraid of being too much pleaſed 
with her, as he could, not tell what 
lengths he might be tempted to go, nor 
what encouragements ſhe would give 
him. He did not chuſe to be too for- 
ward, becauſe he did not chuſe to be 
repulſed. He thought he ſaw Mrs. 


Banks, and her fortune at his diſpoſal, 


but he hardly knew how to give credit 
to his conjectures. He certainly was 


very loth to run any riſque of loſing the 


acquaintance, the friendſhip of ſo agrec- 


able a family, for Miſs Achly was in- 
cluded, tho Mrs. Banks was his, fa- 
vourite. He allowed, it 1s true, Miſs 


Aſhly to have more wit and beauty than 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. "OY but the latter had as fine an 
underſtanding, as elegant a taſte, and 
there was a ſomething all together that 
pleaſed him exceedingly However, had 
he been to chuſe, the ſweet ſimplicity of 
Nancy Peyton would have been pre- 
ferred to either, of the above-mentioned 
ladies, but, admitting that he had been 
determined to make his court to Mis. 
Banks, it was by no means a proper time: 
the daughter of the man who ſo hoſpita- 
bly entertained him, had been wronged 
—in all probability wronged by a per- 
fon who called himſelf his friend, and he, 
therefore, thought it his duty to endea- 
your to procure her ſome redreſs. In 

conſequence of theſe ſentiments he look- 

ed upon his return to London as abſo- 

lutely neceſſary ; but the anxiety which 
Mrs. Banks felt upon the occaſion, and 

the emotions which ſhe diſcovered, had 


ſuch/ 
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ſuch an effect upon him, as his ſenſibili. 
ty was exquiſite, that it naturally threw | 
a prodigious ſoftneſs into his eyes, and 
behaviour. In ſhort, Bis tenderneſs in- 
creaſed hers, and they imperceptibly, 
became every moment, more particular 
to each other, without really intending 
to be ſo at that jun&ure,—Her tender- 
neſs increaſed, and 1 It filled her with ad- 
ditional fears. 2 | 

Hardly knowing what ſhe was about, 
ſhe ſaid one day to Miſs Aſhly, before 
Rivers, © I have a great fancy to go to 
« London for a fortnight or three weeks, 
* my dear Louiſa: have you any objec- 
tion? She bluſhed as ſoon as theſe 
words were out of her mouth. 

„Who?“ anſwered Miſs Aſhly, with 
an arch yet ſatisfied look. None at 
« all, my dear.” | 


« Mr. 


| 
[ 
| 
| 


166 Tus: STORM. 


Mr. Rivers can then go with us if 
„eit is agreeable to him,“ ſaid Mrs. 
Banks, with a look which ſeemed to add 
that the wiſhed for nothing ſo much as 
his company. | 

Rivers os SIE the full mean- 
ing of that ſpeech, and with a conſider- 
able deal of meaning in his eyes, re- 
plied, © Can yqu ever doubt its being 
« agreeable to me to attend you any 
« where ?” | 

A ſmile, replete th expreſſion, 
thanked him for his ready acquieſcence 
with her propoſal, 11 

The poſt coach was ordered to make 
its appearance in the morning, to carry 
them all to take leave of Mr. Peyton, 
and Cropley; the next day it was to 
convey them to London. Fo 

Rivers, in high favour with the two 
Ong appeared, when he, a ſecond 

time, 


Tuz STORM. 1567 
time, bade Nancy adieu, to be more 


out of her reach than ever; and /e care-; 


fully concealed every tender On? in 
his favour. 5 1 31 
Rivers promiſed to end Mr. Peyton: 
all the intelligence he could gain about 
Lucy, and Mrs. Banks's coach carried 
them to Berkely Square. 
They had a very plealant] journey, ang; 
were. good company to each other; but 


Rivers, by recollecting the worthy old 


man's behaviour on his departure from 
him, when he intreated him, with tears 
in his eyes, to be a friend to his poor, 
miſtaken, deluded child, by recollecting 
too Nancy's affectionate carriage who 
wept aloud when her unhappy | lifter; 


was named, could not help falling, every 


now and then, into a deep reverie; his 

companions, however, did not think _ 

the leſs agreeable for his ſeriouſneſs; 
car 
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rather rendered him the more amiable 
in their eyes. | 

Upon their arrival in town, Rivers 
ſpent the evening at Mrs. Banks's, and 
the next day went to Delwyn's lodgings, 
but he was not at home. 


It has been already ſaid that Delwyn | 
placed Lucy in an apartment at a vil 


lage a few miles from London, and 
that after having ſpent a couple of days 
with her, he went to his old lodgings in 
Bond Street, to which ſhe gladly would 
have accompanied him; but as he had 
no deſire to have it known on what 
terms they were, he reſolved to keep 
her as private as poſſible. This privacy, 
thoꝰ ſuĩtable enough to bim, was not in 
the leaſt reliſned by her. Pride and 
vanity were her ruling paſſions, ſhe was 
therefore, ſeverely mortified, and diſap- 
pointed on finding herſelf ſnut up in a 


little 


5, 
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little retired country village in which ſhe 
did not ſee many more people than ſhe 
ſaw at the cottage. In a ſhort time ſhe 
was left whole days, and frequently, 
nights by herſelf, ſo that ſhe began to 
wiſh ſhe had not left home, and to blame 
herſelf for not having written to her fa- 
ther, or her ſiſter; but as Delwyn had 
told her how much depended upon keep- 
ing their marriage a ſecret, and had, in- 
deed, inſiſted upon her not giving her fa- 
mily any account of her ſituation, ſhe 
had declined writing, and afterwards 
became unwilling to declare that ſhe was 
not ſo well pleaſed with it as ſhe expect- 
ed to be: for as pride had full as large 
a ſhare in her elopement as love, ſhe 
had hoped to be able, ſoon after her arri- 
val in London, to give a deſcription of 
the rich cloaths ſhe had, of the fine places 
ſhe had ſeen, and of the admirition ſhe 
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excited, ſufficient to oblige her father to 


think ſhe had provided for herſelf better 
than he could have done for her. She 
had hoped to make her ſiſter ready to die 
With envy. Not being able, therefore, 
to let her father know how greatly ſhe 
was married, ſhe was quite indifferent 
about writing at all. With no regret 
did ſhe remember the abruptneſs of her 
departure from a father, who had ever 
been ſo indulgent to her, and from a ſiſ- 
ter who had always diſcovered a very 
ſincere affection for her: but tho' ſhe 
felt no regret at being ſeparated from 
ſuch valuable relations, ſhe was uneaſy, 
becauſe ſhe had it not in her power to 
let them ſee that ſhe had extremely 
mended herſelf by the change in her cir- 
cumſtances. Fond alſo of dreſs to an 
exceſſive degree, and of all kinds of 
1 ſhe was guns wretched: She 
wiſhed 
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withed with the moſt cutting anxiety, 
becauſe ſhe wiſhed in vain, to indulge 
her taſte for dreſs and diverſions, and 
was far from being ſatisfied with the 
few preſents which ſhe had received 
from Delwyn, as they were by no 
means adequate to her expectations; ſtill 
leſs was ſhe ſatisfied with his beha- | 
viour. FA bod 

While Lucy was thus unhappy in her 
ſolitude, Rivers went every day, in 
ſearch of Delwyn, who, as carefully 
ſhunned all the places where they uſually - 
met, to avoid coming to an explanation 
about her; and as Mrs, Banks ſhewed 
the utmoſt. concern for his ſafety, he 
generally returned to ſpend ſome part of 
the evening with her. By the frequency 


of their interviews, they at laſt grew un- 


able to enjoy any felicity aſunder. When 
they met at night they chatted over what 
14 had 
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had paſſed in the day, and very often 
made parties to go to ſome of the public 
entertainments together; if they did not 
ſet out together, Rivers generally conti- 
nued to wait on Mrs. Banks and her 
friend, at the appointed rendezvous be- 
fore the evening was over. 

Rivers, not being able to accompany 
Mrs. Banks, one night, to Drury-Lane 
when Garrick was to play, came into the 
houſe about half an hour after her arri- 
val. | f 

In the box which he firſt entered he 
met with a young man of faſhion with 
whom he had contracted an intimacy at 
college, and who had not been in the 
houſe many minutes before him. 

They were glad to ſee each other, 
and chatted ſome time at the back of 
the box, the houſe being exceedingly 
crowded. 


Rivers, 
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Rivers, at length, perceived Mrs. 
Banks and Miſs Aſhly at a ſmall diſ- 


tance, they made ſigns to him to let him 


know they had room; he then- left Sir 
George Medway, and ſeated himſelf be- 
hind Mrs. Banks. When the play was 
over, he led her out. 

The next morning, Sir George called 
at his lodgings, and after having talked 
a little upon general ſubjects, aſked him, 
rather abruptly, to which of the ladies 
who made ſigns to him the evening be- 
fore, he made his addreſſes. | 

« To neither of them,” replied ** 
vers, with a ſmile. 

<« Is it poſſible,“ anſwered Medway, 
e to be upon an intimate footing with 
* two ſuch fine women, and to be in- 
different to them ?” 

Rivers making no reply, Sir George 
proceeded—* They are both very ami- 

8 « able, 
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able, but the youngeſt is the moſt 
« lovely creature I ever beheld: What 
-* ſparkling eyes! What an elegant pro- 
< file! Such an expreſſion of wit and 
** vivacity in her countenance! She is 
quite enchanting. If you really are 
e not in love with her, Rivers, you will 
lay me under the greateſt of all obliga- 
tions by bringing me acquainted with 
a | 
- & You think I have more intereft 
with her than J have, pethaps;” ſaid 
Rivers, laughing at the warmth of his 
friend's language: * beſides, there is 
<« ſomething ſo awkward in an abrupt 
introduction: but if you can contrive 
any method to throw yourſelf in our 
-< way, I ſhould imagine that your con- 
< trivance would be agreeable to both 
parties. There is frequently ſomething 
= in 5 meetings, which puts 
| people 
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« people upon an eaſy footing at once, 
and makes them good company, al- 
« moſt whether they will or no, pre- 2 
« ſently.” 

Sir George was tranſported at the 
ſcheme, and went to work immediately 
by dangling after Rivers wherever he 
went. By ſo doing, he had ſoon an op- 
portunity, not only to, be near Miſs 
Aſhly, but to find that he was not diſ- 


appointed in his expectations concerning 
her wit. He looked, and he liſtened till 


he was in extaſies. At laſt, he became ſo 
intoxicated with her charms, and ſo 
anxiouſly ſolicitous about the ſucceſs of 
his efforts to render himſelf agreeable to 
her, that he was indefatigable with his 

aſſiduities and his attentions. | 
One morning, while they were at an 
auction of pictures, Rivers thought he 
law Delwyn, of whom he had many 
= times 
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times been in ſearch, to no purpoſe; for 
he had changed his A on Rivers $ 
coming to town. 

He turned inſtantly. to quit the room, 
ſtopped only a moment to ſay ſomething 
in a whiſper to Mrs. Banks, and then 
flew after him, leaving Sir George to 
fupply his place to the ladies, who di- 
rectly entered into converſation with 
them upon the objects before them. 

As Rivers did not return, Sir George 
undertook the care of them to their car- 
riage. 

Rivers had not, indeed, been miſtaken 
with regard to Delwyn, who had alſo 
ſeen him, and was hurrying away with 
the utmoſt haſte, to eſcape the interro- 
gations which he could not but expect 


upon Lucy's account. 
Rivers queſtioned him without delay 


about the K girl, though he 
| made 


T 
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made ſeveral attempts to ſnuffle him off, 
and in the ſtrongeſt colours painted the 
extreme diſtreſs of Mr. Peyton for the 
loſs of his daughter, decoyed from him, 
in ſo clandeſtine a manner, by a man, 
to whom he had, himſelf, adminiſtered 
relief, when expoſed to the fury of a 
ſtorm on a moor, benighted in a part 
of the country totally unknown to him 
and to his friend. Reflect, continued 
he, upon the cruelty of ſuch an action, 
and tell me where ſhe is.“ 

At her apartments,” replied Del- 


wyn, rather angrily; where ſhould 


« ſhe be?” 

Are not her apartments yours! an- 
ſwered Rivers : © you are not of rank 
« ſufficient, I think, to have ſeparate 


rooms, after marriage.” 


% am not to be trifled with,” faid 
Delwyn, © in a ſharp tone.“ | 
15 Nor 
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Nor 1 neither,“ ſaid Rivers; 41 
am determined, therefore, to ſee: the 
poor girl, and hear, from her own 
< month, how ſhe came to run away 
without her father's knowledge, when 
his conſent would have been gained 
as ſoon as aſked.” 

«© She had ber ian — ä 
Delwyn, ſullenly, „and I had mine, 
and it is not your buſineſs, it is x0- 
& body's buſineſs to enquire about them.” 
Alt is my buſineſs, as a man of ho- 

« nour,” ſaid Rivers, fiercely, © to 
e take the part of the daughter of him 
ho gave us ſo hoſpitable a recep- 
tion.“ 

« Her part! rephed Delwyn, ſtill an- 
gry, but rather in a lower * « who 
< injures her?“ 

The man who ſeduces her from her 


family, or who, indeed, prevails on 
her 
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te her to conſent to a clandeſtine marri- 
„ 

« You ay fat prong” aid 
Delwyn, firing again, that I have not 
& married her: that inſinuation is as 
« falſe, as it is injurious,” 

If you have married her,” replied 
Rivers, why all this privacy? Why 
„ is ſhe thus concealed from her family, 
« from her friends, who would, not- 
« withſtanding the indiſcreetneſs of her 
conduct, be glad to receive her as 
Mrs. Delwyn?” 

„ Poſſibly they may,” 1 Del- 
wyn, with a ſneer, * but I do not want 
** to introduce her to friends and re- 
« lations with whom I deſire to have no 
connections. If ſhe choſe to conceal 
te her attachment to me, I chuſe to pre- 
vent her mixing with people whoſe 
« acquaintance I wiſh to decline; and 

I 6 * 
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« as I have, at this inſtant, an engage- 
0 ment upon my hands, I cannot ſtay 
« to talk with you any longer.“ With 
theſe words he broke haſtily from Ri- 
vers, who had till taen almoſt, by force, 
detained him in the Piazza, where he 
had at firſt ſtopped him. 

Rivers ſtood, ſome time, conſidering 
what ſteps he ſhould take, and at laſt, 
followed him at a diſtance. He follow- 
ed him, ſaw him enter his mew lodg- 
ings, and ſauntered about the neigh- 
bourhood, but with great precaution. 

Delwyn, at laſt, ſtepped into a hack- 
ney coach, which drove to the village 

where he had placed Lucy, , 
Rivers, gueſling his deſign, called an- 
other coach, and bade the fellow keep 
# the other coachman in ſight: and to 
ſtop when he ſtopped, but at ſome 4 
tance, 

When 
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When Delwyn was gone into the 
houſe, Rivers ordered his coachman to 
drive by it, to return immediately, and 
to ſtop at the firſt public houſe near it. 
Calling for wine for himſelf, and beer 
for the coachman, he learnt that Del- 
wyn kept a lady there, who paſſed for 
his wife: the deſcription of her ſuffi- 
ciently informed him that Lucy Peyton 
was the lady. | 
He then ordered the man to fet him 
down in Piccadilly, and got to Mrs. 
Banks's juſt as the dinner was ſerved up. 
Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly, both, 
received him with joyful exclamations, 
but as the little bruſh with Delwyn, and 
his diſcovery of Lucy, in a ſituation he 
did not approve of, had made him look 
more ſerious than uſual, Mrs. Banks 
was preſently infected by his gravity, 
and aſked him a number of queſtions, 


fear- 
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fearing that he ae ee 


be, challenged. 

He ſoon dated the cauſe of her 
alarmed appearance, and replied in a 
manner which quieted all her apprehenſi- 
ons, and which convinced her, at the ſame 
time, that he ſtudied to prevent her ſee- 
ing he had difcovered them. That de- 
licate mode of proceeding raiſed him 
{till higher in her opinion. His delicacy 
was not loſt upon Louiſa, who, after 
having expreſſed her concern for poor 
Lucy, looking upon her with an un- 
uſual candour—as a greater object of 


pity, as ſhe had been ſo wrong- headed, 


told him, with a laugh, that Sir George 
Medway had taken care of them in his 
abſence.—“ I believe,” added ſhe, © that 

he will make us a viſit this after- 
* noon.” » 


Rivers 


* 
* — ** * a a a 
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Rivers affected à ſurpriſe which he 
did not feel. You muſt place Sir 
George's viſit entirely to your own 
« account, Madam,” faid he. . 

Indeed but I ſhall not,” replied 
ſhe; * for he only comes to meet you x 
« he aſked Mrs. Banks if ſhe ſhould 
«< ſee you again to day, and ſhe told him 
« that ſhe expected you to dine with 
« her: he then deſired to have the ho- 
« nour of paying his reſpects to her in 
« the afternoon : you ſee, therefore, that 
« ] have nothing to do in the affair,” 

Rivers ſmiled, and Louiſa, having fe- 
male vanity enough to deſire to make 
herſelf appear as agreeable to Sir George 
as poſſible, though ſhe had not the ſmall- 
eſt defign upon bis heart, went up ſtairs 
to give a little change to her dreſs, 

By her quitting the room, Rivers was 
left, in private, with Mrs. Banks, and 

ſhe, 
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ſhe, thinking ſome apology neceſſary; for 
having diſcovered ſo much curioſity, 
told him, that ſhe hoped he would ex- 
„ cuſe her aſking ſo many queſtions— 
« Being very apprehenſive,” continued 
ſhe, © that you would be brought into 
« a difagreeable ſituation by the friend- 
« lineſs of your behaviour to poor Lu- 
4 cy, I grew impertinently .. 
« ] doubt.“ 

She ſpoke the few laſt words in ſuch 
ſoft accents, and looked ſo kindly at 
him, that Rivers thought her more a- 

greeable than he had ever ſeen her. He 
ſeized her hand, and preſſed it to his 
boſom, while his eyes eloquently - ac- 
quainted her with what his tongue wiſh- 
ed, but vainly ſtrove, to utter. Im- 
<« poſſible!—You can never ſay, or do 
« any thing, impertinently.” 


Her 


er 


THE ST OR M. 185 


Her eyes gliſtened with delight at that 
little effuſion, yet ſnhe loved him ſo ar- 
dently, that ſne rather doubted the ſin- 
cerity of it; that is, ſhe feared it pro- 


ceeded more from politeneſs, than from 


any real pleaſure he felt from ſuch a 
manner of talking. She ſtill believed he 
was attached to Nancy Peyton, and ſhe 
could not help wiſhing to have her con- 
jectures cleared up. She looked down, 
and was ſilent. 


RKivers, during her ſilence, hung over 


her in an affectionate attitude, ſtill hold- 
ing her hand in his. 

At laſt, ſne got courage enough to 
ſay, Vou muſt be particularly con- 
<« cerned, Mr. Rivers, at this diſagree- 
able affair in Mr. Peyton's family; 
e but I think one ſiſter ſhould not fut- 
« fer for the indiſcretions of another. 


„Nancy is an amiable girl, and fhall 


not 
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not want a fortune to render her ſtil} 
< more ſuitable to you.” 


« What do you mean, madam?” cried 
he, in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment at her 
extraordinary conduct — (her behaviour, 


indeed, was uncommon) and, at the ſame 
time, almoſt doubted what he heard, 


« T mean,” added ſhe, a little more 
aflured, © I mean to give her as many 
* thouſands as ſhall make her a proper 
match for you.“ 


Heaven and earth, madam,” faid 
Rivers, what generoſity ! what noble- 
« neſs of ſoul! you are ſuperior to all 
your ſex: but I cannot marry Nancy 
« Peyton; yet, I beſeech you, let me 
not hinder her from marrying ſome 
« other man, who may be ready to do 
« juſtice to her merit. I cannot marry 
bh her —indeed I cannot,” added he, riſ- 


Ss 
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ing, and walking haſtily ar and down 


the room. 

„Why not?“ replied the. — 4 W 
« that you preferred her to all her ſex; 
and, that nothing, but her want of 
fortune, prevented you from addreſſ- 
ing her.“ 

Rivers ſtill continued walking, greatly 
agitated, — Stopping ſhort on a ſudden, 
he ſaid, turning to her, © You really wiſh 
* to have me marry Miſs Peyton, ma- 
e dam?“ 

« I with to ſee you happy, Mr. Ri- 
« vers,” ſaid ſhe, with a deep ſigh, © and 
« would gladly contribute to make vou 
60 ſo.” | 
Tou have it in your power,“ an- 
ſwered he; give Nancy Peyton- the 
fortune you ſo generouſly intended for | 
“ her; and then,” continued he, ſoften- 
ing his voice, and again taking her hand 
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in his, while he encircled her waiſt with 
the other, and then give yourſelf to 
W 


It is abſolutely impoſſible to ſay what 
Mrs. Banks felt on hearing a requeſt ſo 
welcome to her ears, ſo totally unex- 
pected. No words can do juſtice to her 
fituation. — She trembled all over with 
pleaſure ; ſhe glowed with delight; yet 
ſhe ſtill feared that ſhe was miſtaken ; 
ſhe could not bring herſelf to be- 
lieve that Rivers really preferred ber to 
Nancy Peyton, yet ſhe was determined 
to be certain one way or other : ſhe 
could no longer endure her ſuſpence., it 
was intolerable to her. 


Rivers ſtill held her, and gazed on 
her, with eyes full of admiration, at the 
ſacrifice which ſhe would have made to 
his happineſs ; for he plainly ſaw how 
. much 
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much it would have coſt ber, if he had 
accepted of it. 

Lifting up her face, which had, till 
then, been caſt down, and meeting his 
eyes, in which the tranſports of his heart 
were moſt forcibly expreſſed, ſhe cried, 
« Oh Rivers, do not trifle with me.—I 


cannot bear it.—Do you really n mean 


© what you ſay ?” 
Can you ſuſpect me, my dear Mrs, 
“ Banks,” replied he, eagerly, * of be- 
e ing a villain ? Can he deſerve any other 
e appellation who attempts to deceive 
“ ſuch an amiable woman as you, with 
& 2 mind ſo exalted, with a heart ſo full 
« of ſenſibility ? No, madam, believe me 
« when I aſſure you that nothing but 
« the immenſe difference in our fortunes 
could have hindered me. from declar= 
ing my paſſion for you: 1 feel myſelf 
* unworthy of your attention, in any 
«c ſhape; 
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* ſhape; but your uncommon liberality 
* to me, has inſpired me with the high- 
eſt reſpect and eſteem for your virtues, 
« with the warmeſt gratitude, and, with 
* the tendereft love. 

There is no ſaying how long Rivers 
might have continued to talk in this 
ſtrain, without being interrupted by Mrs. 
Banks, who liſtened with tranſport, and, 
incapable of ſpeaking, gave herſelf up 
to the dear delight of hearing the man 
on whom ſhe. had ſo long doated, with- 
out a ſingle hope of his returned paſ- 
fion, declare himſelf as far gone as ſhe 
was.—During a very tender ſilence be- 
tween them, Miſs Aſhly entered the 
room, "Bat 

Mrs. Banks then roſe, in a ſort of 
confuſion (for ſhe was half reclined in 
Rivers's arms) and, to hide it, ran to 
the glaſs to adjuſt her dreſs, 

Louiſa 


Louiſa ſmiled at Rivers ſignificant- 
ly, as much as to ſay, © I gueſs what has 


* paſſed; while be, to ſupport: Mrs. 


Banks in the diſcovery, roſe, and fol- 
lowing her, threw his arm round her, 


with an eaſy, yet reſpectful, freedom.— 
„Come,“ ſaid he, you cannot make 


«yourſelf more agreeable than you are, 
do what you will. Let thoſe expreſſive 
eyes be turned on me, who am fully 
„ ſenſible of the value of that heart, 
* the charming ſenſibility and benevo- 
« lence of which, are OG painted 
in them.“ | 

Tranſported almoſt out of 2 Cakes, 


at the gallantry and tenderneſs of -his 
behaviour, ſhe ſuffered him to lead her 


to, her chair: then, ſeating himſelf by 
her, he ſaid every thing he could think 
of, to confirm, and to enſure his hap- 
27 Wi which his firſt declaration had 

given 


Siven her z nor was he at all negligent 
of Mis Aſhly, Whom he rallied very 
agtecably upon her new conqueſt, draw. 
ing, at the ſame time, a juſt and pleaſ- 

ing character of Sir George Medway, 
— to make him be thought a de- 
ſirable lover at leaſt. 


Scarce had he finiſned i 
on that gentleman, when he appeared. 
Sir George made his appearance, dreſſ- | 

ed with an elegance which diſcovered 
the extreme deſire he had to pleaſe the | 
Lady who had fo much charmed him. 


He advanced to Mrs. Banks, without 
even looking at Rivers, who fat leaning 
on the back of her chair; and, after 
having paid genteel compliments both 
to her, and to Miſs Aſhly, fat down by 
the ſide of the latter. He entered, im- 
mediately, into converſation with her; 1 

and 
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and ſhe, not 2 little elated by his parti- 


cular attentions to her, which amount- 
ed almoſt to adoration, burſt into 


laugh, and, in her lively way, ſaid, 1 
« fancy, Sir George, here is ſome miſ- 


M eee ny . 


„Rivers.“ 3 


Perfectly, madam,” plied hez'« has 


<« ig it poſſible for a man ho is near 
you, to attend to any body elſe? ? 


_ « Buſineſs, you know, ſhould always 


& be minded,“ ſaid ſhe; and I ima- 
„ gine that = 508 5 vithy _ 


&« friend.? 


« His chief WY 1 believe, * . 


ſaid Rivers, © was to get himſelf intro- 
« duced to this family, and, particular- 
y to merit your attention⸗- * 


Coouiſa bluſned: ſhe could not helpi it: | 


her face and neck were like ſcarlet. 
Vo. I. K Sir 


7 
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Sir George, availing himſetf of the 

fervice his friend had done him, by. mak- 
ing an opening for him, declared, while 
lie gently ſeized her hard, that there 
e was nothing he ſo ardently wiſhed for, 
ce ag her permiſſion to let him endeavour 
to gain a heart which was, he ow, 
of -ineſtimable value.“ 

1 Hold, Sir George,” cried ſhe, with 
a ſerious air, © this is going very far, 
indeed, upon fo flight an acquaint- 
<« ance iI fhould think my heart not 
<< worth any man's acceptance if it was 
& ſo readily to be diſpoſed of.? | 

Rivers looked at his friend, as much 
as to ſay, you have been in too great a 
hurry. 

Sir G felt himſclf i in aha wrong : 
he began to fear that he had, by his 
precipitancy, quite defeated his deſigns, | 
as the ardour of his Paſſion had, in a 

. manner, 
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manner, impelled bim to mention it 
with ſo much abruptneſs, before he had” 
eveh had an opportunity to/ make any 
attempts to prejudice her in his favour: 
He looked abaſhed, and loſing all the 
eaſy aſſurance of a man who Ratters 
himſelf with ſucceſs, ſunk into a down- 
right timid diffident lover; a character 
with which Louiſa was not, by any. 
means, delighted; but her vanity, of 
which every woman has a fhare, was 
flattered by the diffdence of her new 
admirer, as it ſtrongly evinced her power] 
Over do, 

Rivers and Mrs. Banks were too much 
taken up with each other, to pay a great 
deal of attention to Louiſa, who, though ' 
lively to exceſs, was no coquette . = 
had rather an averſion to coquetry, and 
could tot bring herſelf to give encou- 
ragement to a man to dangle after = 

K 2 to 
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whom ſhe did n 10t think of being e- 
PO attached. In conſeq uence, there: 


fore, of ſentiments which did her ho- 


nour,, ſhe deemed it right and juſt to 
let Sir George ſee that ſhe had no in- 
tention to flirt with him. Accordingly, 
ſhe threw as much reſerve into her be- 
haviour, the next time they met, as way 
conliſtent with politeneſs. .” 


The chilling alteration in n Louiſa- $ bs 
haviour to Sir George, alarmed him ex- 


ceedingly; being apprehenſive, and juſt- 


ly, that ſhe really wanted to get rid of 


him. Half diſtracted at ſo unfortunate 


a beginning, he hurried to Rivers's lodg- 
ings, and complained, in the moſt pa- 


thetic terms, of Miſs Aſhly's indiffer- 
ence. Never, cried he, in a tranſport a 


of deſpair, no, never, was there any 
« woman 10 e and i cruel.” 


— 


Rivers 


* * 1 * = 
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Rivers ſmiled at his diſtreſs. he : could 
not look upon Sir George | as a, man 
formed to be treated with coldneſs; j he 
ſaid every thing he could think of to 
prevail c on him to hope for a different 
behaviour from the miſtreſs of his heart. 

* But you were rather too abrupt,” 
continued he. The artful lover never 
« declares himſelf, till he ſees that his 
« miſtreſs wiſhes to hear the declaration 
* of his paſſion for her; till he finds, 
indeed, that his miſtreſs wiſhes he 
« ſnould articulate it: till ſhe appears 
« to be aQually W n at his ſi- 
lence.“ 


« How you talk,” cried. Medway: 
vou cannot feel ſenſations in the leaft 
« reſembling mine. I love too ſincerely 
« to be capable of art; who ever heard 


« of diſcretion in a man who doats like 


ne? But do you Rivers, who can talk 


K 3 _ «calmly 
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* calmly. about a paſſien which: yon do 
* nor feel—which vou de pot feel fbr 

Miſs Aſhly, ſpeak, to her for your 
4 friend, do more, plead for him, as it 
you pleaded for yourſelf, and tell her 
that my exiſtence depends upon her 
« fayourable opinion of me; tell her 
that notwithſtanding the impatience I 
«+ have difcovered, I will wait any time, 

provided ſhe will but give me hopes | 
sd of ſueceeding at laſt,” . 

Rivers would fain have excuſed him- 
ſelf; but Sir George would take no de- 
nial, though he aſſured him that he had 
another affair in hand of much greater 

conſequence. He meant the endeavour- 
ing to aſcertain Lucy's marriage, and to 
reſtore * WR of her fa- 


mily. 
ere, he mn an enquiry on 


5 "= M "ol 
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When he was known to be abſent, 
he took a coach, drove to Lucy's lodg 
ings, and preſented himſelf before her- 
She ſtarted at che ſight of him: ſhame, 
the conſtant — on n ctimſon- 
ed her cheeks. - 
Approxching to fare her, he whe 
her Joy.” pas gf t 
All her price chain — den ſhe 
burſt into a paſſion of tears. I have 
no joy—1 have no joy,” faid ſhe, with 
difficulty getting out the words. 
Rivers, who expected no good from 
her connection with Delwyn, was not ſur. 
priſed: yet he ſtrove to ſoothe her.—“ J 
hope,“ added he, that you have not 
g already met with any thing to. mitte 
ln unhappy.” 7 75 * 
She bluſhed el fghed, ths 
ſaid ſnhe was extremely diſappointed— 
2 But! ir cannot be helped,” continued 
K 4 ſhe, 
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"ſhe, «in k ern tone. * Sbe then 


aſked how Mrs. Banks and Miſs A ſhly 
aÞ>iin dos barter ou inotomrig Hos *: 


Tour father,“ tephed he, „has fuf- 


« fered exceedingly, your ſiſter alſo has 
been deeply afflicted on your account: 
© had you but written a line, it might 
* have alleviated their diſtreſs.” “5 

She reddened at this reproof, though 
was delivered Nee the Vn Ar 
neſs. 

He, dl turning the coal” 
aſked her if Delwyn was at home: know- 
ing, however, at the ſame time, that ny 
was not. 

She anſwered in the negative. 
He avoids me,” replied Rivers, 
« becauſe I chid him for decoying you 
<« away from your worthy father; but if 
ee. 3 Mr. Peyton would, 

0 ; 2 nn 
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44 at rejoice to Ae! v as 
a loſt daughter, reſtored to his affectio- 
„ RS —_— as on 1 
found ſon.” + + 5 

« Mr. 3 has no e of 
going into the North,” ſaid ſhe, with- 
out making any reply to what he had 
mentioned. relating to her father“ If 
che would but let me live with him in 
* London, I ſhould be quite content- 
« ed. 75 

Rivers affected gent 8 at this 
ſpeech, and availed himſelf of it, to make 
enquiries concerning her marriage: he 
preſſed her to inform him why her mar- 
riage had not been performed in the pre- 


ſence. of her father, and why his conſent 


had not been ſolicited. . 
She told him, in 3 aches 
60 marriage had been performed agree- 


„able to Mr. Delwyn's deſire, and not 


K 5 -b*xg 


: 
4 : 
Tl 
: 
'T 
N 
a 4 
ry 
1 
1 
81 
1 
5 
„ 
: 
1 
A 
= 
* 
: 
* 
4 
. . 
= 
— 
1 
1 
2 
ſt 
* 
* 
* 
9 
N. 
na 
oo 
is | 
4 
\ "Ts 
74 
+ 
ny 
- 


— 


— 
— 


— — — 
* - ——_ 

——— * —_ 
. — 3 ͤ — —— - — 


20a Fun STORM. 
«©t0(\ henwinoclination?? addin g. again, 
<« that if he chuld but hve in London, 
and in the manner he had promiſed, 
& ſhe: ſhould be. E tor —__ 
<.ſent,”?::, 


e e Mee 


vonld be better for her to perſuade Mr. 
Delwyn to write to her father. You 
< ought, indeed,“ continued he, to 
< write ta him yourſelf; for while you 
<« are a wife, you ſhould not forget you 
are a daughter. Mr. Peyton will then 
try to prevail on Mr. Delwyn to make 
ſome proviſion for en of his 
0 death. 2 

She ſeemed ta liſten wa this admoni- 
tion, and began to treat her monitor. 


with more civility.—“ Lwill fallow your 
;. * and. L hope you 


< advice,” ſaid the 
mill not only renew your intimacy with 
Mr. Delwyn, but be my friend.” 

„ Rivers 
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Rivers aſſured her that he would be her 
friend, for her good father's fake. 
On his then informing! her that Mrs. 
Banks and Miſs Afhly were in town, ſhe 
defired him to tell them, © that ſhe ſhould 
« think herſelf highly favoured by a vi- 
fit from them.“ 

He anſwered for their 0 to fe 
her, and took his leave. 

As ſoon as Rivers had left her, Lucy 
began to feel herſelf more ſatisfied than 
ſhe had been ſince her marriage, finding 
herſelf treated by him like Mrs. Delwyn, 
and with the reſpect and friendlineſs, 
which ſhe had reaſon to expect on her 
becoming the wife of his friend: ſhe alſo 
rej6iced to hear that Mrs. Banks and Miſs 
Aſhly were in town, and that they would 
viſit her Countenanced by them, the, 
hoped to be propaly introduced into the 

6 World, 
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world, and to_.ſhare ins; pleaſures for 


4 7 0 17 


which ſhe had ſo long ſighed... 


1 wes BE 
be & ot £3 


When Delxyn, therefore, returned, 


ſhe' flew to kim ii in a rapture of delight, 
and told bim as as faſt as 5 the could comimy- 
nicate her intelligence, what had paſſed 
during his abſence, adding, « And ſo 1 
beg you would let me have money to 

«purchaſe cloaths fit for your wife, that 
may return the viſit ; in a proper man- 
« ner. I muſt defire you, too, at the ſame. 
< time, to think of making me a ſettle- 
ment, that I may be on a footing with 
ladies in my | ſtation, and be prepared. 
a . accidents.” | 


Delwyn who was obliged to — all | 


this jargon, as he called it, becauſe ſhe 
had delivered herſelf with an unuſual 


volubility, inſtead of returning, a ſatis- 


factory a anſwer to her, while ſhe ſtood - 
with the moſt 3 impatient looks waiting 


Ws 1 


for 


. ©. 


uy 


+ > 


PE threw OE into e | 


extremely diſcompoſed, and ; ſaid 55 I 
« am d- ſick, child Prythee Ben 


«. ſomething, to ſettle my ſtomach. 


Having ſwallowed a large ee i 
uſquebaugh, while ſhe continued talking 


to him about what ſhe ſhould want, and 


what ſhe muſt have, he toſſed: one leg 


over the other, and leaning his head up- 


on his hand, fat ſullenly ſilent with all 


the marks of diſcontent, and ill Ry 
in his face. 


At laſt, finding that fates d 


diſpoſed to hold her tongue, he, with a 


low'ring look, cried, Have ho not 
« done yet?” 


Lord!“ replied "ay colouring with 


anger, at his harſhneſs and neglect, 
how ill-tempered you are for nothing, 
« now? but it does not ſignify, Mr. 
Delwyn: I will not be cooped up any. 

longer 


—— 


3K en 
— =—_ . 
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longer here, 4 will go to London; and 
<« live as I ſbould live, like your wife!” 

_ »SYou will?” replied he; with' u ſtrong 
ſneer . er «$6992 ee 
„ enen ne, 
with 2 woice and look 1 dif- 
covered that Se, herſelf, was fo; - 


When you give — NAR 


* to bo diſpleaſedʒ fn mult not wonder 
at my anger.” - 01. 

« I cannot chink, Mr. Delwyn, re- 
plied:ſhe; durſting into a violent ſhower 
of tears, „ cannot think rat you 
mean dy uſing me in this manner: 
Have I not given up my father, my 

family, and all wy friends to oblige 
you“ bun 27: 9 8 
To oblige vaten my dear you 
e JT Age nd 1 

5 T 1 
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u much pleaſure e e ee 
T have, n $3414 Aba $: 26 aw 
An ill; narured aber Wos ber oeca- 
ſioned anocher equally ill natured from 
him, and they, foon afterwards, abſolute- 
ly quarrelled with che 1 _—_ 
in their language. | 

Mrs. Delwyn "ainly told her huſband 
that ſhe would go and ſee Mrs. Banks, 
London. I always hated the country,“ 
added the, fiercely, © and wall not ſtay 
in it any longer.” 

Fou may go when you oleaſe,” 
ſaid Delwyn; © for you ſhall not live 
« with me in a place I do not like.” - 

A freſh ſhower of tears, accompanied 
with a freſh "_ of A 2 
him to London. 

do den was hows * ſhe fol- 
lowed him. She went to his. lodgings in 

Pall 


E 


* 


\ » 
m2" „„ ĩ — 2 a 


— — — — 


pared to receive ſuch company. 


96034 MA ET "x 
as Tu S T. OR M. 
Pall Mall, declared that ſhe ts 
and ordered her maid, whom-ſtiebrought 


with her in the eoath, to put her cloaths, 
& c. &c. in their proper places. 5 G 


When this was done ſhe ſent to Mrs. 
Banks, and Miſs 'Aſhly, to let them 


know that ſne was in town, and that ſhe 
ſhould de glad to ſee them. They: ac- 
quainted Rivers with the invitation, who 
was quite pleaſed with it: thinking 
that Delwyn had, at laſt, liſtened to rea- 
ſon, and hoping that he would, in time, 
agree to every thing proper to be done 
for the ſatisfaction of oy and her fa- 
my. + Koo . 
The ladies went full dreſſed, on'pur- 
poſe to pay. Mrs. Delwyn- all poſſible 
reſpect, but found her not very well pre- 


When they aſked after Mr. Debwyn, 
they ſaw by the anſwer ſne made, that 
| ſhe 
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fre was by ho meas coiltented with 
him. G Hf b on ̊hA ft Helv tia! 

Mrs Banks, whoſe heart was full- of 
good nature and benevolence, felt for a 
poor inexperienced girl, of whom ſhe had 
not the higheſt opinion, but whom ſhe 
conſidered, at the ſame time, as having been 
ſeduced by a man who could not but ap- 
pear agreeable in the eyes of moſt people: 
She, therefore, invited her to come, and 
dine with her the following day. by 

Lucy een lake 6c ia 
teel compliment. 

As ſoon as Mrs. W he 
bens to think of her dreſs; and to con- 
trive to make the moſt elegant as well 
as the ſmarteſt appearance, with the 
things ſhe had by her, falſely imagining. 
that thoſe who were fineſt were ever molt 
admired. Mrs, Banks, and Miſs Aſhly, 
* to their fortunes re 
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in Ufey put on their" moſt becoming or- 
naments, in order to do her the greater 
honour, and de very weakly thought 
that The ſhould make no figure If the did 
not imitate them in the beſt manner ſhe 
could. By acting ſo abfurdly ſhe ap- 
peared in a very ridiculous light; inſtead 
of raiſing herſelf in theit eſteem, ſhe lo- 
ered herſelf extremely. Every woman 
who attempts to dreſs out of character, 
to make an appearance ſuperior to her 
circumſtances” it guilty of à glaring in- 
diſcretion. Propriety in dreſt, as well 
as in behaviour, can alone, render 1 man 
or a woman truly reſpectable. N 
Lucy, having all that falſe pride which 
urges people to run any hazards for the 


gratification. of theafirit fooliſh fancies 


which come into their heads, waited for 
Delwyn's return, with the utmoſt impa- 
diente. He, inſtead of returning to Pall- 


Mall, 


. 


I ² A OT) Wn Gl 
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Mall, took a ride round to another vil- 
lage. here, being aſked by ſome ac- 
quaintance whom he accidentally met, 
to dine with them at a houſe in the 
neighbourhood, he readily accepted of 
their invitation: the more readily, as he 
was at that time glad of any thing to di- 
vert the chagrin he felt at Lucy's beha- 
viour. 

Theſe people kept him out till be 
tween nine and ten. 

On his calling at his lodgings 0 to 
deliver a meſſage, intending to ſup in 
Covent Garden, the ſight of Lucy, who 
ran to him with her hands covered with 
ribbands and trinkets, filled him with 
the greateſt ſurpriſe: ſo much, indeed, 
was he aftoniſhed that he could not find 


words to expreſs his feelings. Sbe, by no 


means addicted to ſilence, began to tell 
him that Mrs. Banks, and Miſs Aſhly 
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'hadjuſt ben, to ſee het, and had invited 


ao A1. 

her t t \ ſpend a day wig] them. F 2 
6 Jou, therefore, continued. Ex. to 
« let me haye ſome money, as. 1 Mant to 
« buy a a number of things in order. to 
« make a proper appearance. 
N PDelwyn. ſtared at her for fore, time, 
and then cried, « What the devil does 
« all this mean? How came Mrs. Banks 
« and Miſs Aſhly to viſit, you? _ How 
came you here? What buſineſs have 
* you in ih lodgings?” - 

They are my lodgings as well as 
« yours, I think,“ replied ſhe. . As your 
« wife, fir, I have a right to live in 
« renn. 8 | 
A right, madam - you have taken 
6 upon you, an authority to which you 
« are not in the leaft entitled: Yog 


66 ought not to pretend to the privileges 


« of a wife, whule you are a ſtranger to 
the 


111 


CY „e 
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« the firſt duties of one, which are re ſub 
« miſfion.and obedience. Till you are 
« properly acquainted with thoſe duties, 

f muſt inſiſt upon your going back to 


« your old apartment: You haver no o bu- 


* Laß here 

But 1 mall let you 1500 that I have 
« buſineſs in every place where you are; 
anſwered ſhe, in a violent paſſion which 
ſhe vented,” of turns, in tears and re- 
proaches. | | 

Delwyn, tho* exceedingly provoked, 
ſat ſilent till ſhe had exhauſted herſelf, 
he then took his hat, and went out with- 
out making any ſort of reply. 

Twice or thrice ſhe attempted to ſtop 
him, or to call him back, but reſent- 
ment, at laſt, extinguiſhed all deſires of 


a conciliating kind. However, expecting : 


his return every minute, ſhe ſat up till 


between one and two. —She was indeed 
partly 
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parly obliged to ſit up as no prepara- 

tions had been made for her ſleeping 
there.” The people of the houſe who! 
were reſpectable, thought ſlightly ef her. 
She called herſelf Mr. Delwyn's wife, 
but as he had not introduced her to them, 
they gave little credit to the aſſertion : 

Yet they faid nothing to moleſt her that 
night, they only ſifted her ſervagt, con- 
cerning her, ho told them that ſhe was 
married, but that ſhe believed the mar- 


riage gs to be kept private. 


As Delwyn did not come home, Lucy 


was perſuaded. by her ſervant to go to 


bed, but, indiſereet as ſhe was, ſhe had 


ſome notions of delicacy left which would 


not permit her to take /acb a ſtep: In- 
ſtead of going to bed, the fat fretting, 


and crying all nighe, in her chair. 


The next morning, Delwyn, who 
wanted excecdingly to get her back to 


the 


N. 


che 


ſen 


the 


tin 
hg 


ed 
Sl 
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8 the plice where he had ſo long Htept her, 

„I ſent her a note in which he informed her 

0 chat if Nie did not return to he 
ſuould nevet come home, a8 it Was nei 
ther prudent or convenient for her to 
be where ſhe as, and that ſhe could not 
have diſopliged him more than by quit- 

- e ting the apartments he had provided for 
her for yery particular reaſons. 
Lucy, whoſe patience was almoſt en- 
fluence over Debwyn vrhich ſhe expected, 
knew not what to do. Shel was very loth 
to remove from ber new lodgings, and. 
yet ſhe was ſenſible that ſhe: ſnould gain 
no. . 5 dy ſtaying in them. She 
d, however, that it would be of 

ce to her to ſecure the friendſhip of 
s. Banks, and Miſs Aſhly, who ſeem- 
ed to entertain ſentiments in her favour: 

< | We en. determined to fee them 


and 


Wy . , -w © Y 
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and to-aſk: their advice, at leaſt, before | 
ſhe left London 4 
Acduated by this reſolution ſhe wrote 
no anſwer to Mr. Delwyn's note, buti or- 
dered the meſſenger to tell him that the 
ſhould return in the evening, A poſſible, 
The firſt falſe ſtep of which a woman 
is. guilty, is generally attended with 
others. Lucy's conduct had certainly 
been very exceptionable, but ſhe diſco- 
vered no ſmall prudence by reſolving to 
conſult the above-mentioned ladies about 
an affair for the management of which 
ſhe had not a ſufficient ſhare of addreſs. 
She prepared herſelf to go early to 
Mrs. Banks, chat ſhe might ſpeak to her 
before dinner, i. dreſs was at that time a 
little diſregarded: A pretty (womatl, 
however every woman indeed—al- 
way: chuſes to look as well enn. 


” 


While 
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- While ſhe was, imperceptibly, exert- 
ing her utmoſt endeavours to put on her 


_ things to the greateſt advantage, Rivers 
came in,—He had hoped, from what 


Mrs. Banks had told him, that matters 
were in a good train, and that Delwyn 
would not be quite ſo ſhy of him as he 
had been: he hoped, alſo, that he might, 
by degrees, aſſiſted by the ladies, make 
them better ſatisfied. with each other; 
concluding from Lucy's being at Del- 
wyn's apartments that ſhe reſided in 
them with his approbation. 4 th 
In this way of thinking he was both 
ſurpriſed, and. concerned, "ſoot after his 


entrance, to hear Lucy, with floods of 


tears, tell him how men . had 
treated her. ä 
What—hat Fra I do?” | conti- 
tinued ſhe, ſobbing as if her. heart would 
break. | 
Vol. I. L « Go 


* us ON. 


* Go to him immediately,” replied he, 
N « and by the abedience an Which he 
* ſeems to lay ſo great a ſtreſs, canyince 
< him that you, will omit. nothing in 
your power to merit the affection, and 
* tenderneſs you wiſh to have him beſtow 
gon you. Too much pains, Mrs. Del- 
gyn, you cannot take, to keep your 
< huſband's heart. It is your intereſt, as 
well as your duty,” added he, with a 
ſoothing ſmile, to make this ſubmiſ- 
< ſion: it may be a little diſagreeable to 
« you at firſt, but you will, by time and 
practice, find it otherwiſe -By oppo- 
<-ſing him with violence you will give 
e him ſuch a diſguſt to you, that you 
may never be able to remove it. Is it 
« not, therefore, more prudent to be 
yielding now for the inſurance of your 
future happineſs, -than to fix his aver- 
; ion 
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ee ſion to you for ever by an obſtnger 
« oppoſition to his inclination?” - 
Lucy, with ſtreaming eyes, aſſented 
to What he ſaid, and aſſured him, at the 
ſame time, that, on her return from Mrs. 
Banks's; ſhe would go to C-—, and 
 ehdeavour'to OW ow ae admo- 
mtions. 


Pleaſed with her ready compliance 
with his advice, which very agreeably 
ſurpriſed him, as he had not expected 
it ; Rivers told her that he would, with 
her conſent, wait till ſhe had quite fi- 
niſhed her drefs, and attend her to' Mrs.” 
Banks, as he was, himſelf, going to dine 
with her. 

Luey was flattered 4 by this ai of 
civility from a man, whom her father, 
and her ſiſter, as well as Mrs. Banks, 
and her family, always looked on in a 
reſpectable light. He ſoon afterwards 

A L 2 put 
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put her into à coach, which ſet them 
down in Berkley Square. $ 

Mrs. Banks and Miſs Aſhly, rreared 
Lucy, with a ' paliteneſs, and a, reſpect 
which were extremely engaging, and the. 
ſpent an agreeable day; but without 
mentioning what ſhe had, at firſt, intend- 
ed: for as other company came in, ſoon. 
after ber arrival, ſhe had no opportunity 
to  unboſom herſelf. Beſides, ſhe was daz- 
zled with the taſte and magnificence with 
which ſhe was ſurrounded ; her attention 
was powerfully taken off from what lay, 
befare, neareſt to her heart; 3 and her 
cares were ſuſpended: ſhe ſighed, how- 
ever, now and then, to think that ſhe. 
could not live in the ſame NF: of ele- 
gance and grandeur. 0 5 

When eyening approached, Rivers, . 
who, for her father's, and for Nancy's 


ſake, intereſted himſelf in every thing 
relating 


& * 5 
a 7 1 
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relating to her, came up to her, and 
aſked her, in a low voice, if his man 
ſhould not take a coach, and fetch her | 
ſervant, and her things, that ſhe might 
not have the trouble of going out of 
her way. 

She readily agreed to that ent” 
being glad to ſtay as long as ſhe could, 
in a place ſo much to her taſte; for, 
though ſhe was going to the man whom 
ſhe had liked fo well as to give up fa- 
ther, ſiſter, and f 
reputation, on his account; yet, the plea- | 
ſure ſhe found in. mixing with people in 
a ſphere of life to which ſhe had no 
pretenſions, was ſo great, that ſhe would, 
with the utmoſt ſatisfaction, have re- 
knquiſhed Delwyn's ſociety for the Cir- 
cle in which ſhe was then engaged. th 

When the coach came, Rivers, telling 
her that it was dangerous to be out late, 
LS ſaw 


and, even her I 
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faw her ſafe, with her wd and her 
bundles. t k- sg o. en ed, i 
All the way to her * west, ſhe 
was fo loſt in thought about what. ſhe 
kad ſeen and heard, that when the coach 
ſtopped, ſhe could hardly believe ſhe 
Ns at the end ef her little journgy; 
= She enquired immediately if Mr, Del- 
cu CH and received DOI 
anſwer. 

She was then almoſt inclined to go 
back again, doubly diſguſted at the 
lonelineſs of a retired: country village, 
without the converſation of a ſingle 

creature, by comparing it with the ſplen- 
dor, entertainment, and gaiety of Mrs, 
Ons houſe and company). 

Delwyn, not in the leaſt a 

ber to return to her country lodgings, 
in the humour he left her, and, being 
'drterminetl not to we'd her ſtay at his 
1 apart - 


* 
4 
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apartments in town, vent with a party 
of his friends to Salt-Hill, for à few 
days, intending to ſee what ſteps ſhe 
would take during his abſence.” | 
Before his return, Mrs. Banks, Miſs 
Afhly, and Rivers made Lucy a-morn- 
ing viſit: the two former having been 
told by the latter of Wade re ce 
between ber and Deluyn. 
Mrs. Banks took her into the bene 
leaving Rivers with Mifs' Aſhly, and 
talked very ſeriouſly to her, upon the 
propriety of obedience. in married vs. 
men. y "wv 
Lucy liſtened attentively, and 105 
miſed to pay a regard to his advice. The 
extreme diſlike which ſne had to her 
ſituation, prompted her, howeyer;-to ſay 
that ſhe could not belp wiſhing Mr, Del- 
wyn would either take a houſe in towh 
* dem boch. or let her remain with 
— L 4 him 


224 Tur STORM. 


him at his lodgings there, as every body 
thought, with her, that his infiſting up- 
on her living in ſo retired a manner, and 
abſenting d himſelf from her ſo often, | 
made people, in general, look an 
as à kept miſtreſss. Hes 

| Mrs. Banks very readily allowed that 
appearances. were not at all in her fa- 
vour — © But, my dear Mrs. Delwyn,” 
continued ſhe, you ſhould have tho- 
roughly thought about conſequences 
.<. before you conſented to a clandeſtine 


marriage. By that marriage you, na- 


<« turally, threw yourſelf out of the 8 
e protection of your family, and put 
yourſelf into the power of a man to 
hom ydu was almoſt a ſtranger; a 

man: abaut whom you had not made 
« the-flighteſt enquiry; and by agreeing 
4 ta keep a tranſaction of the laſt im- 
ee e Ser, which ſhould 
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« have 
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wee dns; eee as your reputa- 
tion was at ſtake, you encouraged him 
to ſuppoſe that you could have no ob- 
jection to the ſtyle of life which was 
ee moſt agreeable to him. Every woman, 
« indeed, ought to conform to her huſ- * 
< band's inclinations in every thing, af- 
« ter ſhe is married; but when a man 
makes publick addrefles to a lady, and 
i ſolicits the conſent of her parents, all 

© matters concerning their future ſitua- 
te tion are talked over, and ſettled to the 
l ſatisfaction of the ſeveral parties. Some 
© men, it is true, even after ſuch open 

« proceedings, break their words, and. 

e make a change in their mode of living 

neither conſiſtent witir their own aſ- 
« ſurances, nor agreeable to the taſte of 
« their wives; yet few men of real ho- 
e nour, in ſuch circumſtances, violate 
their agreements by their ſubſequent | 

L 5 actions & 
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* aGzons; and if they ſbowld violate them, 
their wives may. juſtly conſole them- 


0 + ſelves. by. conſidering, that they, have 


" thay have regulated their a 
the advice, and with the approbation 
* of their friends, who will, moſt pro- 
« bably, uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
v extricate-them out of their difficulties 
and diſtreſſes. But I am afraid it will- 
<« be no eaſy taſk, for yau, to bring Mr: 
** Delwyn to any terms: you, have, by. 
+ your too haſty compliances, given him. 
<- reaſon to imagine that you could deny 

« * him nothing; you muſt, therefore, 

« keep him in that way of n and. 


« Gience ing wife is her firſt duces, and 4 
40 hope, added ſhe, ce that you will, by 
— chearful, obliging, yielding beha- 
1 ours Prevail on him, at length, to 

= acknow- 


{> > ©” how 


{ 
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e kcknowledge you, every where,” as his 
« wife. When he is once willing to make 
ſuch an acknowledgement, you muſt 
3 leave che pine of your ane n= 
eee F | 
Lucy, having liſtened with great re- 
ſpect and attention to the above long 
lecture, which was not, however, alto- 
gether ſatisfactory, replied! AF this 
i very true, Madam, but Mr. Del- 
* yn will never be perſuaded to on 
« me while his father lives, becauſe he 
«ys — rer * EE Aifinherit 

t him.? | 
why 0 then m you confent to 
make him diſobedient to his father,“ 
ſaid Mrs. Banks, and ſubje& both him, 
and yourfelf, to ſo diſagreeable an al. 
«© ternative, as either to live in a man- | 
ner ſufficient to give people room to. 
1 ſuſpedt your character, or, by owning 
| L 6 * a marri- 
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22 marriage to which his father will nov - 


60 agree; to make a breach between them 
<« that may never be healed? V 

Lucy wept, and confeſſed u ſhe had 
ated. very indiſcreetly, but added, I 
hope, Madam, one falſe ſtep will be 
forgiven, as I ſhall endeavour to be 
upon my . for the future. 


Mrs. Banks pitied her, a, com- | 


mended her, 5 promiſing to endeavour 
to repair her conduct, but told her, at 
the ſame time, that the firſt error of 
conſequence in a woman's life was not 
eaſily to be retrieved, and hardly even. 
to be atoned for. However, if you 
« keep your reſolution,” continued ſhe, 
II I mill affiſt you to the utmoſt of my 
power: but I muſt adviſe you to write. 
* to your father and ſiſter; to ſolicit the, 


* forgiveneſs of the former, the affec-., 


tion and good offices of the latter.” 
This 
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This laſt piece of advice was not at 
all palatable to Lucy. She thought Nan- 
cy, who was her youngeſt ſiſter, and 
who had ever appeared infinitely beneath 


her —(ſtill more ſo ſince her marriage 


with Delwyn) entirely unworthy of her 
notice. She thought, indeed, of writing 
to her father, but as ſhe had, in her 
own opinion, committed no crime, ſhe 
did not much chuſe to-aſk his pardon: 
ſhe really believed that he would have- 
been rather pleaſed with her marriage 
with Delwyn, if his conſent had been 
aſked, than angry at it. She concluded, 
therefore, that ſhe had not acted a cen- 
ſurable part by marrying without it, and 
as Mrs. Banks had ſhewn her ſo much 
civility, though ſhe had alſo reproved 
her, but in the gentleſt, the moſt ſenſi- 
ble, and moſt OED manner, ſhe be- 
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neroſity : ſhe: chen: left him addreſſing it 


on her writing fable; and went m her 


cabinet. 00 1 

Taking out a pair oh Aan Gori 
buttons, She made him-firRtill-white ſhe 
faſtened them on his wriſts-. | 

He thanked her with an impaſſioned 


embrace; but, with that embrace;. told 


Jewels. infinitely more valuable. He- 
then intreated her, as ſne had deemed 
him worthy of the honour of an alli- 
ance with her, to compleat the happi- 


veſs for which he had long ſighed, by* 


ſuffering him to cal her his on Emi» 
lia. 

She replied, with a mid g 
ſmile, If your - happineſs” really de- 
« pends upon my compliance vitk that 
* requeſt, I wiſh not to retard it: but 
let me, in the firſt place, continued 
ſne, 
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the, « c perform” my promiſe to N ancy 


Peyton. I will give her two thouſand 
pounds, with your approbation, and I 


vill write a line to Mr. Peyton to tell 
4 him that to make him ſome amends 
« for the trouble Lucy has occaſioned 
« him, I deſire his permiſſion to reward 
« Nancy's duty and affection with a pre- 
& ſent which may render her ſtill more 


« defirable to the man who may deſerve 


« her, by his good character, tho' he 


may not be able to make propoſals to 
« her adequate to her merit, from the 


- * ſcantineſs of his fortune.”  - 
Rivers, charmed at her hberality to 

the girl whom he ſo truly eſteemed, 

thanked her in. the ſtrongeſt terms, . and 


increaſed. her felicity by the tenderneſs of 
his. attentions; they actually made her 


happier than ſhe ever expected to be. In 


her whole behaviour, indeed, to him, ſne 


diſ- 


* 
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diſcovered ſo dh generoſity, affection, 
and regard, that he loved her with co 
fondneſs and ſincerit . 

Sir George Medway, who had been 
exceedingly reſtleſs at having offended 


Louiſa, at length, by his unremitted ef- 


forts to pleaſe, prevailed on her to for- 
give htm, and to give him leave to hope 
that he might, one day, gain her heart. 


Louiſa, however, laughingly told Mrs. 


Banks and Rivers, ſhe believed that day 


would never arrive: If he does nat ab- 


ſolutely teaze me out of it.” 

% You are more likely,” ſaid Rivers, 
« to teaze him out of his life. I never 
fa a man ſo romantically attached to 
a woman who treated him with ſo much 
e jndifference. For my part,“ continued 
he, were I ever ſo deeply in love with 
K ' you, I ſhould ſoon be cured of my 
| + paſſion. 


| | 


| 
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„rant.“ nene! 
« Should you?” replied ſhe; lauphing., 
« But 1 ſhould behave, perhaps, quite 
in mother manner to you, nnen 
4 my feet.” 
„ Thankee, Madam;” id he? * 
ing hold of both her hands; this is 
« fuch pretty encouragement, that were 
not my heart engaged beyond all poſ- 
* ſibility of a recovery, (looking ten- 
derly at Mrs. Banks) © I ſhould be 
« tempted to flirt a lictle with * 
« the ſtrength. of ir.” | 
Fie Louiſa,” faid Mrs. Banks, with 
a ſmiley. is this fair, to endeavour to 
—— me, nen lover from 
« ede toe: aides creatine,” aid 
vn ſitting don by her, and putting 
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her hand in his, (t there is not the leaſt 
danger. My attachment to you can ne- 


«yer be. weakened. by any woman, nor 
« is it in the power of ſuch a giddy girl 
nta (9: e e 
« ſion upon me.“ 

Ohl. you wretch!” ' cried Louiſa, 
bluſhing ;. tis well for me that all men 
« are not of your opinion.” 

Miſs Aſhly, indeed, was half mt 
half in earneſt: ſhe would, on no account, 
fay or do any thing to give her friend a 
moment's uneaſineſs about the man of 
her heart, but if Rivers had firſt diſtin- 
ſtinguiſhed ber, ſhe would have moſt 
gladly accepted of him, as ſhe found 
him, after a very ſhort acquaintance; tlie 
moſt amiable man ſhe had ever ſeen. As 
to Medway, tho' he was handſome, well 
bred, and accompliſhed, and . extrava- 
auth fond of her, he had not the art of 

pleaſing 
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pleats ſo entirely as even the herſelf 
wiſhed, for ſhe frequently told Mrs. 
Banks that, tho“ the had no reaſonable 
objection to him, he made no progreſs 
in her heart.— „But, perhaps,” added 
ſhe, ene day, &? tis better as it is.— 
Were I to love him as well as you do 
* Rivers, I ſhould be perpetually alarm- 
ed. You are never eaſy when he is out 
of your ſight a moment; and you of- 
ten turn pale at his appearance, leſt he 
ſhould have met with any thing to dif- 
compoſe him; left he ſhould be 0 
hot, or too cold, too merry, or too 

* grave.” | 
«Nay now, Louiſa,” cried Mrs. 
Banks, bhuſhing, © you go too far: I am 
not quite ſo filly, I hope, my dear; 
«and yet I, certainly, do love him to 
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In this part of their converſation, Ri- 
vers ſurpriſed the two, amiable friends. 
« Who is the happy man you. love to 


« dotage? * ſaid he, Jeaning over the back? 


of her chair. Untying the black vel- 
vet collar ſhe wore round her neck, he 
ſlipped on a twiſt to which hung a minia- 
—_ of himſelf, which he ſat for ſince he 
came to town, in order to preſent her 
with it: he had richly ornamented it 
with brilliants. 

There is your anſwer in your hand,” | 
| cried Louiſa, laughing; for ding . 
had catched hold of it. ie * 

Tranſported with ſurpriſe and plea- 
ſure, ſhe exclaimed, * Good God! how 


can you do every thing in your power 


to make me love you ſtill more and 
more? Louiſa has been juſt; now laugh- 
ing at me for the tenderneſs which I; 
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She is a little envious ſpiteful-pipſy,” 
criediRivers; ſmiling, and if ſhe does 


<thalbaorhavecher.” 4935-4) bY V8 
Did vou over hear any thing like 
«< him, Mrs. Banks?--But now, Sir, to 


< ill have him whether you will or no.” 


::Thiz-lirtle wrifling incident had ſuch 
an eſſoct upon Sir George, her doating 
lover, that he, tranſported at the increa- 
ſing conſideration which ſhe diſcovered 
for him, out of: a: mirthful pique at Ri- 
vers, made himſelf unexpectedly agree- 
able to her. She really began to think 
more ſeriouſſy about him, and told Mrs. 


Banks, that, as ſhe imagined ſhe muſt mar- 


ry one time or other, ſhe might as well 
take the man fo ſtrongly recommended, 


a man, TONY Arr 4p, 
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any ſhining! qualities,” had: not, ſhe con- 
felled, any very capital imperfections- 


Ju theſe few: people ſeemed to he 


in & Way to attach themichves, me 
N nee ee 
a far diſſerent ſituation. 
Delwyn. e eee eee 
lodgiags in town, from Salt-Hll, heard 
that ſhe had left them in: campany with 
a gentleman whoſe ſervants fetched may 


her maid, and things, was not at all un- 
eaſy at the intelligence. It furniſhed him 
with a ſcheme to get rid of her at once. 
He had indeed found himſelf growing 
weary of her before ſhe ſo freely diſco- 
vered, that ambition, and not love, had 
induced her to elope with him.—Her 
fretful, diſcontented temper, and her vio- 
lent paſſion for ſhew and parade, extra- 
vagance and finery, had long made him 


look upon her as an incumbrance which, D 


would 
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would occaſion him, a'great deal of ex- 
pence, and afford him little, if any more 
pleaſure. than he had already enjoyed | 
with her. He, therefore, determiried to 


be extremely angry; ſo angry as not to 
be reconciled. To carry his deſign into 


execution, he remained in London, and 


did not. make one viſit to C——, where 
Lucy mow her time in a melancholy 
manner. s * 1 
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